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PREFACE 


Oil  the  ofi-;isioii  ol.  the  eelehi'al  ion  oi'  two  liuiidred  years  of  the 
existence  ol'  CoNcntry,  ('oiiii.,  it  has  seemed  fitting  io  look  hack 
along-  the  yeai's  and  ti-aee  soiiie  of  the  steps  in  its  development. 

An  attempt  has  heen  made  to  sketeli  from  the  early  colonial  and 
tow  n  I'ceords  and  olhei'  souj'ces  an  account  of  the  beginninu's  the 
town.  The  ad\ance  during  lliat  time  ot  its  institutions  and  its 
industi-ial  life  is  traced.  Its  share  in  the  all'airs  of  colony  and 
mition  is  bi'ielly  touched  npon  and  ahbi'eviated  accounts  of  some 
of  Coventi-y's  ])rominent  men  are  added.  Circumstances  have 
allowed  the  author  but  a  week  iu  which  to  classify  and  com])ile 
material  for  the  |)amphlet.  An  especial  attempt  for  accuracy  has 
been  ]nade,  tlnit  the  matei'ial  may  be  of  an  authoiitative  nature. 
The  limited  time^  liowever,  makes  many  omissions  of  important 
iiuitter  probable.  The  accomplishment  of  the  task  allotted  would 
have  been  impossible  but  for  tlie  lielpful  co-operation  of  my  bus- 
hand,  Ai'thur  lllverett  Peterson,  and  the  \'alued  assistaiiee  of  many 
others.  \Vm.  L.  Iliggins,  President  of  the  Towji  Committee, 
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has  been  untii'ing  in  his  ai(h  Mr.  Curtis  Dean,  Seci'ctary  and  llis- 
toi'ian,  has  shared  with  me  valuable  material.  .Mr.  Addison  Kings- 
Iniry  cont I'ibuted  the  list  of  j)resent  (hiy  nuinu facturei's.  and 
Airs.  Albert  Woodworth  ha\'e,  from  thcii-  extended  inenujrius  of  the 
older  people  and  places,  been  most  he]]:)ful.  Among  othei's  who 
ha\e  contributed  from  their  store  of  knowledge  are  vai'ious  mem- 
bers of  the  Hilltop  Home  Club,  Mi',  and  iMrs.  John  M.  Wood,  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien,  and  J\lr.  Henry  F.  Parker. 

To  the  State  Librarian  in  Hartford  T  wordd  offer  sincere  thanks 
for  every  possil)le  courtesy  and  help  in  the  use  of  the  \alual)le 
nuinuscri]:)ts  and  texts  preserved  there.  During  Old  Home  Week, 
and  even  later,  the  Librariaji  will  have  on  exhibition  in  Memorial 
Hall  at  the  State  Library  Building,  manuscri|)ts  connected  with  the 
eai'ly  days  in  Coventry.  Any  interested  nuiy  ins]ieet  them  there  at 
will.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Connecticut  Historical  Libi'aidan 
and  to  Frank  D.  Andrews  of  the  Historical  Library  in  A^iricland, 
-N.  ,).,  for  further  aid.  The  latter  furnished  the  engi'aving  for  tlie 
print  of  Loren/o  r)ow  and  the  sketch  of  his  life  wdjich  accom- 
panies it. 
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Incorporation  of  Town  of  Coventry 


I  I 

(HiMiul  .M:irki 


("rOlM^:!:   l  l,   l':  l  l,  two  ImiKlrcd  oiii'  _V('ai'> 

<\i^<),  Hk'  Ic^islal  i\ ('  ImmIv  uT  Ihe  coloiix  of  ('oii- 
liccl  iciil  jii('()|-])i)r;itt'(l  and  liaiiKMl  llic  lowii  of 
( '()\ (Mil I'v.  Iti  tins  at'l  |)ro\ ision  \\  a>  aUn  iiiailf 
tor  |)i-(>riirinii  and  si'ltJiii,!;  a  iiiiiiislcr  of  llic  uo-pid 
ill  the  bt'sl  wav  and  as  soon  as  j)ossil)lr.    A  brand 


iiiai'J;,  as  al)0\c.  was  lixed  as  tlii'  distiii,i;iiisliiii,Li'  niai'k'  for  ( '( i\ en  I  rv 
lioi'ses. 


( 'oinpa rison  of  a  iiiaj)  ol.'  lMiii,'laiid  and  one  oi'  .New  Ijii^land 
shows  an  in Lcrcsl i ng  similarity  ol'  names  of  places.  ■■('o\ cniry''  is 
on  hutli  maps  and  we  are  siirroiinded  ljy  ]jla('es  bearim:  llic  names 
oi'  tlioM'  across  the  sea.  Among  those  in  the  immediate  locidity  are 
Ando\ci',  iiolton,  ^lanslield,  Aslil'ord.  ( 'anteii)iiiT,  llam])ion,  Staf- 
I'ord.  iMilield,  ( 'olchcslri',  Woodstock,  Norwich,  and  Xew  London. 

The  following  act  of  the  C'oniujcticiit  Assembly,  1()r)S,  in  con- 
nect i(tii  with  the  naming  of  New  Ijondon  so  well  illnstrales  the  cus- 
tom of  earlv  nomenclature  that  il  is  (|notcd  here: 

"Wdiereas  it  hath  been  the  commendable  practice  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  all  the  colonies  of  these  |)arts,  that  a>  this  country  hath  its 
denomination  from  our  deal'  nali\c  country  of  b]ngiand,  and  thence 
is  calle(l  New  England,  so  that  planlci'-,  in  their  lirst  settling  of 
most  Jiew  plaiitalions,  liaxc  giNcn  names  to  those  ])lantations  of 
sonic  cities  and  towns  in  iMigland,  thereby  intending  \o  keC])  up, 
and  leave  to  ])osterity  the  memorial  of  sewral  |)laces  of  nott>  there, 
as  liostoii,  llai'tford,  Wdndsor,  ^'ork.  Ipswich,  liraintree,  bJxeter: 
this  court  considering,  that  there  hath  yet  no  (»lace  in  any  of  the 
colonies,  been  iiame(l  in  memoi  \-  of  the  city  of  l.(mdon,  there  being 
a  ]]('W  plantation  within  thi<  j  iirixl  id  ion  ot'  Connecticut,  se(tle(l 
upon  that  fair  i-i\er  Mohcgau.  in  the  Pe(piol  conntrv,  bcinL;  an  ex- 
cellent harbor  ami  a  111  ami  coinriiiciil  place  foi'  future  trade,  il 
being  also  llu'  only  ])lacc  wlii(h  the  iMiglish  in  these  parts  ha\e 
])0ssessed  by  con(piesi,  and  that  upon  a  vei-y  just  wai',  upon  that 
great  and  wavlike  jtcople,  the  I'ctpiots,  that  therefore  they  might 
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The  Name  Coventry 


thcri'hv  liMW  U)  posU'rity  tlic  iiiciiiorv  of  lliat  rciiowiicd  i-\iy  ol" 
Loiuloii,  L'roiii  wlu'UcL'  we.  Imd  our  1  r;iiis|»ortal ion,  lia\('  llioiiulil  111, 
ill  lioiior  to  tlial,  ramous  rily,  lo  call  llic  said  planlatioii  New 
London."' 

The  nanio  ol'  tlic  liwr  Moliugan  was  also  rlian^cd  to  'riiaiiu.'.-. 

Old.  CovcnliT,  J'oundcd  it  is  said,  iii  the  eleventh  century,  is 
.-itnaled  on  an  eminence  in  a  \ alley,  while  to  the  south  stretches  a 
j'idge  of  hills.  From  our  own  liilltops  the  hounding  ridges  of  hills 
may  he  seen  in  all  direetions.  It  is  thought  that  a  similarity  ol' 
laiidsea[)c  may  have  suggested  the  name  for  our  town.  An  invita- 
tion from  Coventry,  ^\nv  England,  has  gone  over  ihe  Athiiuie 
to  l*oventry,  Old  England,  to  participate  in  some  way  in  the  ctde- 
hration  whieh  its  namesake  is  enjoying  at  this  time. 


Aboriginal  Inhabitants 

The  I'uri'owing  plow  occasionally  re\eals  traces  of  inhahi 
previous  to  the  time  when  the  ('o\ entry  of  now  hecanie  ("ovi^ntry. 
Ahout  Lake  A\^imgumhaug,  along  the  hanks  of  the  W'illiniantic 
lii\er,  and  sometimes  in  scattered  ])laces  over  the  hills,  the  uptiii-ncd 
Indian  arrowdieads  aie  mute  witnesses  of  the  one;  time  pi'csence 
of  the  i-ed  man.    Tradition  says  that  the  fndians  used  the  land 


A  view  of  l.al^c  \Vaiii;.;vinil;a  ii^;,   taki'ii  from  Nathan   I  lair  (;eiiicl.T\- 


Iiercahouls  a  liiuiliiiu'  gioiiinl,  wliicli  llu'y  lvL'})t  buniCMl  owr  to 
i'liniisli  ^'ooil  ])aslii raur  for  gaiiit'.  W  ith  water  suppl}'  in  lake  and 
rnui-  and  ^(jod  Iccdinii-  ^iifound,  we  c-an  fancy  tbu  lioi'd-  ol'  deer 
grazing  about  llieii  as  lliey  do  now.  Imleed,  years  ol'  prutee- 
tion  jnay  mean  lliat  tliev  ai'e  e\en  moi'e  pKuitil'nl  now  liian  llien. 
As  ]nany  as  Jil'teeii  lia\e  been  seen  togellan'  al  a  time  and  tlie  g.ir- 
dens  and  ei'ops  sometimes  siill'er  from  llieir  de))ri'(lal  loii--.  Il  is 
iniej'esting  io  note  tbal  as  eai'ly  as  17JS  attempt  was  made  to  pro- 
tect by  law  deei'  during  tlie  breeding  season. 

ddie  burjied-o\er  gi'ounds  ]nust  lia\'e  .■>inr[)li  tie(|  for  I  be  earlv 
settlers  tbe  ])robleni  of  clearing  tbe  land  and  made  t  rair-portat  ion 
in  tbe  \icinity  mucb  easiei'.  It  is  said  tbat  at  tbis  time  an  o\-cart 
could  lie  dri\en  o\er  ]Most  ot  tbe  young  timlier  gi-owlb  wbicb  lunt 
started  since  tbe  lands  i^ame  iido  tin.'  bands  ot  tbe  wbile  men  and 
Ibe  yeai-ly  tires  ot  tbe  Indians  bad  ceased. 

d'be  Aloliegan  Indians,  a  I'l'iendly  tribe,  beld  mucb  land  in  ibis 
section  and  tbe  wbile  inen's  title  lo  it  was  recei\ed  by  will  from 
Josbua,  saebem,  tbe  tbird  son  ot  IFncas.  IJecords  of  tbe  will  are 
in  llie  State  Liljrai'y  at  llarttord.  \t  includes  se\eial  legacies  to 
diireicid  grou})s  ot  men.  Paids  ot  ('o\entry  seeme<l  to  be  disputed 
territin'Y  between  two  ot  tbese  grou])s,  w'bi(di  was  responsible  tor 
eai'ly  dillicuUii's  o\er  land  titles. 

Josliua  ]nade  careful  ])i-ovisions  tor  bis  cbildren  a>  I'cgards 
pi'operty  and  tbeir  upl)i-iiiging.  "Furtber  my  AVill  is  I  bat  my  (  bil- 
divn  lie  brougbt  np  tbe  iirst  forrr  years  with  Tnisty  and  tbeir 
motber  to  leacli  tbem  iMiglisb  and  that  tlie  expiration  of  tbe 

sai(t  tour  Yeai's  T  (tesii'e  tbat  my  Cbildren  may  be  ke]jt  at  tbe  iMig 
lisli  fSidioole.''  He  wisbes  tbem  kept  apart  from  tbe  ''(Amnecticott'' 
Indians,  lie  ask's  to  be  bnried  at  '"Seybrook  in  a  C'ollin  after  tbe 
JMiglisli  manner"  and  disposes  of  j)ersonal  ti'easures,  giving  bis 
(inns  to  bis  two  Sons,  foui"  to  ea(di  of  ibeni,  Ids  Pistol  1  to  bis  (ddest 
son,  and  bis  seven  lirass  kettles  and  I'onr  iron  pots  to  be  eipudly 
divided  to  bis  tbree  cbildren. 

Surveys  and  Settlements 

About  1  ?()(;,  Win.  ritkin,  Alaj.  Josepb  Talcott,  W'ni.  Wbiling 
and  Ikicbard  Lord  wi-re  ap])ointed  a  committee  to  manage  tbe  lands 
ot*  tbe  legatees  so  as  to  promote  tbeir  growl Ii.    .Vatbaniel  K'usl,  wlio 
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Jiad  .<L'Ule(l  oil  land  liere,  was  JaliT  addctl  to  Llic  (.•(jiiiiii 1 1  it-r.  In  llic 
earliest  volume  of  Tow  n  J'eeoi'ds  in  (Jo\ entry  is  a  map  a>  sliuwii  on 
t'uldcr  faring-  ]ia^\'  1.  'Tlie  siir\ey  was  made  in  ALarcli,  litis,  with 
tlie  lands  scl  oil'  in  allotments  and  lii^^li wa^ys  ])laiined.  TIikh'  rc-cr- 
^ation  allotments  were  set  oil'  i'uv  use  (if  churcli  and  sclioul.  (>n  tliis 
map  is  note(l  tin,'  liou>e  and  lot  of  one  Samiiid  I )U I'rlia  rd,  ahutluiL!," 
on  tlif  southwest  slioi'(,'  of  the  "I'ii;-  I'ond."  Tin'  \aliK'  id'  tlir  waliT 
])ow('i'  I'rom  the  outlet  oi'  the  lake  for  ilif  location  of  a  _iiri-t-mill 
Avas  cM'u  then  fun'casted  in  the  naniinu'  of  the  stream  "Mdll  ])rook." 

Tlie  \C)lume  of  towji  J'ecords  pr(,'\iously  menlioned  has  an  iiitrr- 
estinu'  list  of  the  allolmenis  drawn  hy  dosliua'^  leg'atees  : 

To  Ml'.  Samuel  Willis  1  :)-:>()- 1 :i-r.  1 -(i  I 

To  Coll  John  Taleotfs  heirs  T-'^")- I  o-T)!)-'; -.^ 

To  Mr.  dames  K'lehards  \-  his  heirs  (',- 1  S- 1  1  - 1 -dC 

To  Coll.  John  Allm  his  heirs  1 'M  (J-oH-oti-;  1 

To  Mr.  William  Titkin^s  heirs  1  n--i7^  l;!-(i(»-(i  1 

'I'o  Mr.  Iiieliard  Lord's  lioirs  8-17-3  1-5  l-iio 

d  o  .Yatlianiel  W^illiCs  lieii's  1 1-2M  l:-:);-7() 

To  Thos  Burnliam's  heirs  d-2:2-;)l-d()-(i;; 

'Vo  Capt  jus  Fiteh  asigns  ;;-28- 10-52-^  d 

'Vo  Cap^  Nicholas  Olinstead  l  .l-'cJC-d-v^-o^-ii-j 

To  Cap'  Thomas  BuU's  heirs  5-;i;5-;!;;- 1 !)-(;; 

To  Baidh  I^arnard's  heirs  1-2  1-;m-5;')-()!) 

To  Mr.  John  Mains  his  heirs  1  d-l  D-liCi-oO-?:) 

To  Mr.  ITinyry  Jloward— heirs  ll-2i)-;5;»- 18-7 1 

d'o  Mr.  Eleaz^MVays  heirs  2-;!()-;!o-5S-(;8  ; 

Settlers  for  some  of  these  various  allotments  were  later  souL;ht. 

The  term  settlers  is  such  a  suhstaiitial  one  and  ])ro])hetie  of 
progress.  For  many  hundreds  of  years  tlu'  Indians  had  (loiii)tless 
roamed  these  hills  and  dales,  hut  with  no  a[)preeiahle  sign  of  ad- 
\aneenient.  The  white  man  jellied  and  tlice'ra  of  advaneing  eivili- 
zation  in  Coventry  started  and  has  gone  on  with  the  intervening 
years,  as  the  results  of  to-day  show. 

Copies  of  the  following  doeunuMiLs  in  })Ossessioii  of  the  Stale 
Lihrary  in  Hartford  give  hints  of  the  condition  of  the  i-ountry  here 
from  1700  to  17o;i  or  1710: 
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COPY  OF  DOCHM  I'NT  IN  ( '( )  N  MM' TJ  ( '  I  'I'  STATl']  l.lBltAUV 

(Tuirits  and  Lain/s,  I'ol.  5^  r, 

'IV'sl inioii}'.  lu'iijiiiiiin  Howard  of  full  aat'  'IV'st i fyflli  llial  aluuit 
M  years  ii'^o  1  lixcd  at  Wiini^iiiiihaii^  now  Coxciitry  and  1  was 
Sclk'd  llicrc  by  llic  propriclois  of  >aid  Land  (iivcn  by  Joshua  In- 
dian Saclu'ni  \'iz.  by  M  i-  William  l*itkin,  Col.  W  biting  and  the  iv-t 
of  tile  Connnittcc  I  m prmcd  liy  tlio  [jroprictu'  and  thai  Sain'  liirrb- 
aj'd  with  bis  family  lixt'd  ibci-c  at  Ibc  Sanu*  'rime  and  1  ortcn  beard 
liim  Say  upon  Ibe  Same  liii^bl.  IIk.-  wife  of  licnj"  Howard  'i'cslily- 
clb  unlo  tbc  ab()\('  written.  Swoin  in  (Nnirt,  Angui't  17lb,  HI  I. 
A  'I'rue  t'opy  i»n  lile  Test  Hex  W'yilys  (d(,'ik. 

COI'Y  Ol'^  DOCr.M  IINT  IX  ( 'O  X  N  ilClM  ( '  I  T  ST-VI'i: 

(  Toll' lis  and  Lands,  \  ' . 

Tbe  Testimony  of  dobn  Aleakins  and  Samu(d  Afeakins  bolb  of 
Hawl'idl  ap — 'I'estil'y  and  say,  Ibat  four  oi'  live  "i'eai's  ago  at  tbe 
Least:  Last  AHi-liaidnias,  Wee  being  out  in  tbe  W'i Idei'ness,  Lctoking 
for  borl'es,  Tool<  u])  our  Lodging  at  a  boul'e  in  tbe  W i Idei'iKv-^s  on 
Tbe  Soutbuai'd  Side  of  a  Pond  now  called  ('()\('ntj'y  Pond,  wliidi 
boule  went  by  tbe  name  ot  liirebard's  lioufe  and  went  Kound  s'' 
]tond  and  Saw  ]io  lioufe  tbere  at  tbat  tune  liesides  tbat  wbieb  Wee 
Lay  in  and  having  Oeeafioii  to  go  into  tlie  Wilderness  that  way  tbe 
J^ast  wintei'  was  two  years  since  cV  Comming  to  the  above  s'^  ]*ond 
or  place  now  Called  ('o\entry  and  We  Saw  on  both  Sides  of  tbc 
])0iid  boul'es  built  and  Land  fenced  and  im])ro\'ed  which  land  \\a< 
i-e])UTed  .Iosliua"s  l  ight,  and  (daimed  by  ]\L'  L*icbards  and  At'"  J?itkin 
and  Sundry  olbei'  Leiitlemen  of  Ihirtfoi'd. 

ILii'tford  Aprill  111b,  171  1—  Sworn  in  (\uirt  Aprill  17th,  111  1. 
Test.  lie/.  Wyllys  Clerk.  ' 

A  'Vviw  (\)py  on  fib — Test  He/..  Wyllys  Clerk. 

A  petition  ])i'eseiiled  to  (fie  (ieiieral  ('oui't  in  17't2  gi\c-  the 
number  of  families  at  about  sixteen.  Trumbull  says  tliat  The  cai  ly 
families  came  principally  from  Hartford  and  Northampton,  Ma--. 

About  171';'  we  get  trace  of  an  attempt  <ni  the  part  of  the  ])r<;i- 
p!'ie((»rs  to  inci'ease  the  population  of  the  town.  The  wife  of  IJicharil 
Lord,  after  tbe  death  of  her  husband,  sends  a  pel  it  ion  in  .May.  1  i  I  "i, 
to  tbe  Assembly  that,  wliei'eas  "the  piopiielois  of  Said  Land-  lM\e 
Agreed  to  SetiK-  about  Sixty  Families  in  the  town  your  memorali>t 
should  si'ltle  'i  Allottmeiits  for  tbe  encoiuagemeiit  and  Settlement 
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ol'  Said  Towji  by  Wlueli  tlic  Utlici'  pai't  of  llic  laiuls  My  lait  Iliis- 
l)aii(l  was  Heir  to  will  be  iiioi'l'  Naliiablc  for  His  ('liiUlren.'^  She 
thiMi'l'oi'e  asked  for  pennissioii  to  sell  tbese  allotiiieiits,  wliieli  was 
granted. 

'riiat  ilie  struggle  hv  existence  still  eontinvied^  liowever,  is  indi- 
cated in  a  petition  wliicli  was  sent  to  tlie  (iovernor  and  (Jenei'al 
Court  in  ^fay,  1717.  Here  the  "petitioners"'  pray  that  Ibey  may  be 
"I'eleaxed""  I'l-oni  their  ])i('S(Mit  ditlicnlties.  *'Oiii'  eliaj'ges  to  main- 
tain the  woj'ship  oJ'  (iod  are  gi'eale  ami  heavy  by  the  I'eason  of 
smallness  of  oni-  iuind)ers  and  wee  inrreas  vei'y  sloly.  '■'  *  A  ])art 
of  0111'  Land  is  nott  settl(Ml  liy  any  iidial)itants  ^o  that  the  burden  is 
Like  to  liee  \ei'v  hea\  v  u])on  us  unless  we  can  have  some  I'eleas.'*  It 
is  at  this  sanu'  time  that  the  setllers  ask  lhal  their  "ucighboi's  'I'hat 
Li\i'  between  Coventry  south  line  and  Hop  ]ii\er  may  be  joyned 
to  our  1V)wn.''    It  was  not  until  that  tlie  tei'ritoj-y  asked  lor 

and    known    as   the   ]\Iile  and   

(,)uaj'ter  was   j'csolved  annexcil 
to  Coventry. 

Three  yeai-s  after  the  pet  il  ion 
just  mentioned,  in  the  year 
1720,  Coventry  is  oi'dered  to 
send  theii-  list  to  the  Assembly 
as  other  towns  do  that  tliey  may 
beai'  their  share  ol"  the  "Pub- 
liek''  chai-ge.  \jQi  \i5  hope  they 
have  received  some  "  releas  " 
from  tbeii-  pre\  ions  "heaxy  bur- 
den" ere  this  i<  added  unto  il. 


Development  of  Churches 

'riu;  date  of  the  establishment 
of  the  first  cliureb  is  nm-eilain. 
With  the  incoiporation  of  ihe 
town,  provision  was  made  I'oi' 
the  securing  of  a  minister  as 
soon  as  possible. 


li  ii  \ csldiic  stiiiKUu  u  in  \':itl::iii  llil" 
( 'fiiu-ifr>-  in  iiK-iiioi' y  of  JU-v.  J  u - 
M-ph  Aleacliam,  lu  st  ]);ust(.r  <>t  tin- 
I'li'.st  ConKrt'Katioiial  (Jhui-eli. 
the  readei'.s  cuux fnit-nre,  tlic  iii- 
SL-rijitiiui  i.'b  i-eiHatfil  in  tln'  t('\t. 
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Pastoi-  M(';i(  li;iiii  was  tlic  one 
□blaijied  and  had  uiii'  of  I  lie 
li'ood  old  pa-^loraU's,  ccniai n i im' 
with  lii,-  |)iMj|»lc  until  he  died,  m 
Jii-ai'ly  lol  ly  years.  He  is 
hiij'icMl  in  Xalhan  Halo  Cenic- 
(I'l'v  and  his  \irlu('s  arc  ix'cordt'd 
as  follows  on  iho  stone  whn  li 
niarlvS  his  ,L;'j'a\r:  "Tlie  Lie\. 
Mr,  Joseph  ^Jeaidiani  wa>  near 
years  ye  leariieih  railhful  and 
paiirt'id  pa:^{or  of  ye  ehiirrli  m 
Coventry.  IFe  was  a  man  of 
(^od^  fer\eiiT  in  prayer,  zeahMr> 
and  plain  in  ])i-ea(diin;4-,  .-inceif 
in  repj'ovin^^-,  holy  and  [)ruil<.'nt 
in  comersation ;  a  kind  hn-- 
hand,  tender  fathei',  si  ne'e  re 
friend;  a  h)ver  of  Cluast  and 
souls.  'Tired  with  ye  labors  of 
ye  Woild,  his  ardent  soul  bent  its  flight  to  Jesus,  and  dro))peil 
ye  body  to  rest  here  till  Jesus  eonie.  Sept.  15th,  17 o2,  in  ye  G7ih 
yeai-  of  his  age." 

llis  wdfe,  Esther  Williams,  of  iJeerlield,  daughter  of  Kev.  John 
Williams,  had  endured  many  hardships  of  pioneer  life  previous  to 
her  marriage.  When  but  12  years  of  age,  her  mother  and  the  baby 
were  murdered  by  Indians  and  the  remainder  of  the  family  wei'e 
c-ai-riod  captives  into  Canada  by  the  savages.  For  two  years  she 
lived  with  the  Indians.  What  tales  she  must  have  been  table  to  tell 
to  the  four  sons  and  six  daughters  who  blessed  her  married  life: 
They  were  the  grand])arents  of  I\ev.  Nathan  Strong,  of  Hartford, 
and  ]\ev.  Jos.  Strong,  of  Norwich. Several  other  deseendant- 
Were  elergymen  ajid  one,  Kev.  (I.  M.  S.  Perry,  a  missionary. 

The  growth  of  the  ehureh  during  the  first  century  was  slow.  In 


Gi'avestone  of  Mrs.  Joseph  Meuch- 
am,  also  standing-  in  Natliaii 
Hale  Cemetery. 


'Cole's  History  of  Tolland  County,  Conn. 
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JSll  tlicic  w  i'ic  l)ul  t  wciitv-JiiiU'  iiii'iiiIkm'S,  tlio  women  beiii^u'  in  tlit- 
niajorily — 1  wcniv-onc  lo  uii^iit.  Soon  al'ter  tluit,  a  series  of  vq- 
\i\als  under  llic  ))a>l()rale  of  lu'V.  Cliauiircy  l>(,)()lli  aiMcil  nearly 
tiii-ce  liundrtMl  niciiilx'rs  to  the  eliui'eli. 

In  the  Slate  J.ihi'ary  at  llaHl'ord  i>  llie  nia miseripl  ))elilii»ii 
from  wliiidi  the  following'  statenu'iils  reuardinu'  a  new  idiurcli  in 
17()()  are  taken. 

The  Society  wanteil  to  huihl  a  new  ehiireli  and  a  eonnrriltee  was 
a])])()inted  hy  the  Windham  County  Coui'l  lo  i n\ esli^ale  ami  decide 


Tlie  old  Coii;^'rt'g;ilional  Church  in  kSouHi  Cmentry  that  foi'ineiiy  stood  on 
Higli  Strt-et  opposite  tht-  Green.     At  tlie  left  old  Academy  lluild- 
in^;"  familiar  to  the  childhdmi  of  tht^  older  residents. 


oil  a  location.  The  decision  which  ii  i^axc  was  not  favorably  re- 
eei\tM|  by  the  Society.  A  petition  was  senf  to  the  lieiieral  Court, 
asking  that  the  location  might  be  changed  up  near  the  .-ehool-hoiise 
Avhere  the  meet i ngdioiise  can  stand  nioi-e  conunodious  and  "idigant.'' 

The  petition  was  graiiteil,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  hi'  k'liown 
whether  or  not  a  church  was  built  at  that  time. 

Tile  old  b'irst  Church  shown  in  a  remodeled  foi'in  in  the  cut 
was  in  South  Co\enti-y  on  High  Street,  opposite  the  (Jreen.  Within 
the  inemoiA'  of  nre~ent  residents  lio]se-shed<  stood  on  either  side  of 
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il  ajid  llic  ultl  Acailcjiiy  \va<  iicai'l)}'.  Within,  were  liigh  bux  pews 
ill  the  ]iiain  })arl  of  the  chin'ch  and  in  the  gallei'ies  wliieli  extended 
ai'oiind  three  ,-ide.s  of  it.  These  were  later  taken  out  and  j'e])laeed 
hy  jnore  inoderji  sittin,Lis.  The  ohi  eliiirrh  is  now  gone,  ha\ing  l)(/en 
de-troyed  hy  lire,  hut  [iai1s  of  the  old  {)ews  are  still  in  existence, 
ddit-e  were  nsed  in  (inishing  olT  j'oonis  in  houses  on  liipley  Hill  now 
owned  1)}'  Iie\.  IJoherl  II.  Sherman  and  Air.  Vrank  1>.  d'oplill'.  The 
h(dl  in  the  ehurcdi  al  ^lansMidd  Center  is  the  old  hell  which 
calleil  lo  wni->hi))  in  the  old  South  ('o\entrv  Congregational 
^'liiii'di.    The  posts  to  the  h(dl  tower  hecanie  unsafe  and  the  bell 


The  street  in  North  Coventry,  .sliuwin^  at  the  h-l  t  the  church,  chapel  arid 
<;ra.nge  Han,  re.sj)ectivi'l\ . 


ajid  hnnt)er  were  exchanged  f(jr  shingling  the  ehurtdi.  Town 
Jiieeting  was  tornierly  held  in  tlic  gi'ound  iloor  room  of  the  old 
church. 

North  Coventry  Church 

d'his  is  >lill  the  custom  in  the  ^'orth  Coventj-y  (diunh.  ddie 
A'oj'th  Coventi'N  Parish  was  incoj'jjorated  in  October,  IT  K),  and  iho. 
Sdciciy  held  ils  (ii-st  iniM'ting  in  the  I'oUowdjig  December.  I'rf\i- 


oiisly,  in  lVo7,  the  town  to  raise  one  t'arlliiiig  on  the  pound 

I'oc  the  expense  of  a  niinister  thej'e^  who  was  to  preach  in  the  dwell- 
ini;'  house  ot  Xoah  Uust.  in  ll'obi,  arrangenients  were  nuide  re- 
^i^-arding  a  scliool  ami  hurial  gi'ound. 

I^'i\e  yeaj-s  of  trouhle  within  the  Society,  fi'om  1  7  ?  Lb^,  re- 
sulted in  the  setting  oil'  at  iluit  time  of  still  another  [)arish,  which 
was  eaUed  Amh)\ei'.  Mr.  Xatliaii  Strong  preached  as  a  candidate 
in  Xoi'th  CoNcnlry  in  1  ■]  M  and  was  ordained  ()ct(jher  !)th,  1715. 
'I'll is,  acrording  to  Cole,  was  soon  after  the  meet  ing-liouse  was  in 
condition  to  use    This  lirst  meeting-house  was  the  cause  of  much 


The  Secoiul  L\in^;i'eK^iti<inal  O'lnii'di,  Xoi  tli  ( '( > Vfii ir j-,  cm  lid  18  17 


liotihlo.  Two  sui'vcys  were  nnnlc  to  detci'mine  the  ccnicr  of  the 
parish  and  a  legi>lati\e  lommittec  tdio-en  to  locate  the  ,-ite.  it  was 
huilt  a  J'ew  rod-  west  of  tin.'  pre.-eiit  church  and  was  f()rly-tl\e  feet 
hjiig  and  forty  hroad.  It  \\a<  ten  years  in  proce-s  (d'  const I'uct ion 
anil  w  as  ne\cr  completed. 

The  church  record^  .-liow  that  lulU  for  the  creeiioii  cl'  the  ehurch 
iKiw  .standing  had  heen  [laid  durniL;-  the  pan  nl'  ihr  year  ISl^, 

w  hich  would  <eeiii  to  make  the  vcai'  of  eietiiuii  IS  IT.  Ilollis 
^1.  r.artlett  is  the  present  pastor. 
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Village  Church 

In  1848  a  split  occiin-ed  in  tlie  old  Fii'st  ('hiireli  in  Soiilii  Cov- 
entry. About  fifty  of  the  ineinbei'S  left  and  formed  a  iiew  society. 
Meetings  wei'e  held  for  about  a  yeai-  in  a  ])rivate  hall  before  the 
present  ehnrch,  kno^n  at  that  time  as  tlie  A^illage  (niurch,  was 
ready.  The  older  inendjers  of  the  First  (diureh  died  until  few  were 
let't^  and  in  ISlif)  the  two  societies  again  woi-shi|)ped  together.  A 
[Permanent  union  of  the  two  under  the  name  of  the  First  ('ongrega- 
tional  Cliureli  of  Coventry  was  effected  January  6tli,  18(5!),  Ity  a 
council.  This  ehni-ch  was  I'eceived  into  the  fellowship  of  neighbor- 
ing churches  ^farch  11th  of  the  same  year.  Eev.  Nestoi-  Light  has 
l)een  ])astor  of  the  church  for  tliirteen  years. 


.Alt^tlKnlist  Chin-ch,  ereetta  ]8i;7. 


Methodist  Church 

Although  ('o\cnlr\-  is  the  biilhplacc  of  ]iOren/^o  i)ow,  one  ot 
ihe  e.irlv  mini.-ters  (o  spread  the  doctrines  id'  l\Iethodism,  il  was 
noi  until  l<S'^:j  that  tlie  AlctliodiM  Church  had  a  definite  starl.  Air. 
tiardnei',  of  l-^ast  Hartford,  at  this  time  conducted  meeting-  in  the 
South  Sti'eel  .-ehool  hou,-e.    The  ea  rl  v  conN'ei't  s  wei-e  iniuiei'seil  in  tlie 


laki'.  TIk'  iii'w  iiio\ I'liuMil  iiiL't  willi  opposition  and  llic*  use  of  tlir 
sclioolhouse  was  dL-nicd  llunn.  A  ])ri\ate  house  and  an  old  stoic  on 
South  Street  then  served  as  j)laees  of  worship,  hut  interest  waned, 
anil  in  KS;37  not  eveu  an  oi\Lianized  ehiss  existed.  Two  years  atter, 
nieetin<.>'s  were  again  liehl,  this  time  in  the  East  Street  seliool.  Tn 
1839,  when  it  was  again  attempted  to  forhid  them  tlie  use  of  tlie 
huilding,  eil'ort  was  made  to  raise  money  for  a  church.  One  thousand 
two  luuuh'ed  and  six  doUai's  and  ninety-one  cents  was  collected,  and 
with  this  a  chajxd  was  huilt.  'Die  |)i-esent  huilding  on  ^lain  Street 
in  South  Co\enlr_v  was  huilt  during  the  pastorate  of  Kev.  S.  S. 
Cummings.  The  old  church  was  later  used  as  a  temporary  church 
hy  the  Catholics,  then  as  a  Methodist  ])arsomige;  later  it  was  I'cnted 
to  Father  (,)uiiin  while  the  present  ])arochial  residence  was  hei ug 
huilt.    It  is  now  used  as  a  dwelling. 

Jvev.  Duncan  1  )odd  is  the  jjresent  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
( 'liurch.  ■  ■  V  '  '    '■  ' 

Catholic  Church 

The  Catholics  at  hrsi  gathered  in  ]n'i\ate  houses  for  worship. 
Father  iMcCahe  said  the  lirst  mass  in  .feremiah  Crowdi-y's  house, 


St.  Mary's  Calliolif  Church,  erected  1877. 
It) 


near  tlie  I'ailroad  station.  This  lioiise  is  now  occupied  by  Mv. 
Wri^i^lif,  wJio  caiTiL'S  the  mail  between  tlie  postollice  and  tlie  ti'ains. 
As  has  Ijeen  ])re\iously  noted,  the  oUl  jMt'thodist  C'lrureh  was  used 
by  Ihe  Catholics  for  servict',  beLiinnin^L;-  about  18();>  and  continuing- 
tor  about  tourteen  years. 

On  (jood  lM'i(hiy,  1877,  giouiul  was  broken  for  thu  toinuhitions 
of  Si.  ]\Iary\s  ('hiirch.  d'he  men  of  thu  cojii;regation  came  in  a 
body  to  hel]).  Tiic  corjuu-stone  was  laid  on  Jnne  lOlh,  1S77,  and 
th(.'  work  ut  buihling  was  so  expeditious  that  the  cliuiH-h  was  dedi- 
cated on  'Diani^sgiving  Day,  Nov.  )^l>th,  1877.  The  buibling  w^as 
accomplished  under  the  guidance  ot  Father  Sliahan. 

Attei'  many  yeai-s  ot^  mission  relationship,  Smith  Coventry  was 
honoied  on  January  2(1,  J8S(),  wilti  IJev.  J.  J.  (^uinn  as  lii'st  resi- 
dent pastoi".  At  tlie  establishnicjd  ot  tlie  parish  about  eighty-iive 
families  wej'e  included.  During  i^'atlun-  (.hiinn's  years  of  ser\  icc  llic 
present  ])arochial  i-csidcncc  was  Ituilt. 

Dand  for  a  cemetery  in  llie  lower  pait  of  town  was  bb^'Ssed  Sun- 
day, August  '-iiilli,  18!)  1.  ]^h's.  ('arr"s  gra\e  was  the  lii'st  one  in  Ihe 
new  cemetery.    She  was  buried  September  IDtli. 

The  })arish  includes  a  considerable  tei'ritory  outside  of  (*ovent]'y. 
There  are  two  (julside  stations,  one  at  h^agleville  and  one  at  Hop 
l{i\er.    Ivev.  John  F.  Donahue  is  the  pi'eseiit  parish  priest. 

Schools 

in  the  eai'ly  allotments  of  land  three  were  j'eserved  for  the  su})- 
])ort  of  chuich  and  school. 

'Idle  first  sidiool  recoj'ds  were  made  in  172(5,  as  follows: 

"'idiat  ye  j-c])!  eseiitati\es  next  May  shall  la}'  b(d"ore  the  fJeneral 
Assembly  ye  sercomsl a nces  of  \e  s(diooll  Lott  iK:.  ])ray  for  lubei'ty  to 
dispos  of  it  foi'  ye  use  of  ye  stdiool." 

September,  1  72S,  it  was  'A'oted  that  tlie\'  would  build  a  S(diool 
iliuise"'  and  thai  "yi'  sidiool  house""  >huuld  be  -et  uji  within  twenty 
I'ds.  of  the  meeting  house  and  should  be  18  ft.  w.  and  20  ft.  1. 
I\der  liiudi,  (";i[)t.  Samuel  I^aiker  and  Thomas  Porter  were  ap- 
pointed a  "Comely  to  cai'i'y  on  ye  liiiildiiig  of  ye  stdiool  Mouse.'" 
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Ill  November  uf  the  same  yt^ar  the  salai'y  ol'  Hit'  si-huolmastei-  was 
lixtjcl  at  not  more  than  ek!^■en  pouiuls  foi'  tho  winter  (juai'ter, 

'Tlie  prL'senl  srhool  in  Siuilh  (Vnentiy  N'ilhigc  was  built  in  ISTo. 
U  contains  thjce  dcj^artmcjits.  fScJiools  lU'i-  la'pL  iti  t.'iylit  othei' 
outlying  clistriets. 

In  thu  early  (hi}s  tlie  minister  of  the  town  was  aooustomed  to  (it 
for  colK'gf  llic  few   \oulhs  w  ho  aspiroil   I'oi'  a  highor  eiiucat  ion. 


Old  Military  Training'  Ground,  Idcikinti  tcivvurd  tlie  I^alvc. 


Coventi'y  has  no  high  soliool,  hut  somls  its  pupils  wish  high 

sohooi  work  to  W illimanl io^  h*oi]v\ illc,  or  some  otlier  nearby  sco- 
omtary  sehooh 

In  the  fall  of  the  School  lioard  \ote(l  to  ask  the  State  to 
grant  us  a  supi'rintendcnt  ot  schools.     In  January,  JIM 2,  Mr. 

(Jeorge  W .  iMuersoii  assumed  charge  in  ihat  capacity.  He  is  also 
in  charge  of  the  schools  in  Lchaiion  and  Columlda. 

Training  Bands 

Ahnost  coincidcid  with  the  building  of  (he  Hi'st  school,  in  1728, 
was  the  i'-lahli>linicnl  of  two  niililaiy  cnM4)anies.    The  hrst  com- 
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]»any  was  in  (.•oininand  o(  Samuel  Parker;  tlie  seeoiid,  lu  eliai;i^e  of 
John  Bissell. 

Tile  u'l-een  on  Monument  Ifill  ami  Higli  Street  was  used  as  a 
traijiing"  ground. 

Industrial  Development 

With  provision  made  for  the  spiritual  well'ai'e  ol'  the  settlement, 
for  tiie  edueation  of  the  ehildren,  and  for  its  military  all'airs,  the 
development  of  the  farming  opportunities  in  tlie'  little  settlement 
went  on. 

Upon  eaeli  faim,  hoth  outdooi's  and  in,  were  eari'ied  on  m  mini- 
ature many  of  the  various  industiies  which  now  involve  immense 
maehine-e(juipped  plants  seattej'ed  hj-oadeast  throughout  the  land. 
The  eontiast  hetween  the  home  two  hundred  years  ago  and  the 
nioilei'u  home  is  almost  as  great  as  that  between  the  stage  eoadi 
and  the  aeroplane. 

What  would  j\ladam  Burehard,  Madam  liust,  if  sucli  there  wvvc, 
01'  any  othei'  of  those  pioneer  dames  who  lived  in  their  I'ough  homes 
in  the  wildei'uess,  have  thought  rf  they  could  have  stc'pped  to  the 
telephone,  and  oi'dered  brought  to  their  door  bread,  pastry,  ete. ; 
hutter  and  cheese;  hams,  haeon,  sausage  and  lard;  dried  hecf, 
curned  beef  or  cuts  of  fj'esh  meat;  canned  vegetables  and  fi'uil>; 
soap  and  randies;  to  say  noihing  of  fresh  fruits  from  many  lamls, 
tea,  cotree,  spices  and  many  another  luxury  fui'  the  table':' 

Sot  so  was  it  imleed  in  the  days  two  hundred  years  ago.  lircad 
ihey  had,  to  be  sure,  but  only  after  the  rye  had  been  sow]]  in  pre- 
pai'ed  ground;  the  grain  liar\ested,  threshed,  winnowed  and 
gi'ound;  and  the  bread  ]iiaile,  kneaded  into  loa\es  ai]d  baked.  All 
these  pi'ocesses,  except,  pei'liaps,  the  griiiding,  had  to  be  performed 
by  some  one  of  the  family,  oi'  possibly  a  very  occasional  helping 
neighboi'.  So  with  ma]iy  uf  the  otbei'  above  ai'ticles  of  food,  (he 
pi{»re^-es  necc-sary  to  pi"e])ai{'  or  prcsfi'M'  must  be  carj'ied  on  ai 
liome.  in  those  davs  the  yoai'K'  or  semi-yearly  clicese  making, 
eaiidle  and  soap  making  wei'e  inij)Oi'tant  ('\en(s. 
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What  was  true  oi"  food  was  true  also  as  regards  articles  of  elotli- 
ing.  If  my  lady  needed  even  a  pair  ol'  stockings  think  of  the  labor 
involved  for  dill'erent  ones  of  the  family:  tlie  care  of  the  sheep,  the 
washing  and  sheai-ing  ot  the  wool,  the  carding,  spinning  into  yai'n, 
reeling  into  skeins,  dyeing  and  iinally  knitting.  For  most  other 
woolen  garments  weaving  took  the  place  of  knitting  and  then  the 
cloth  ]unst  he  fulled,  cul  and  sewed  by  hand  into  the  ai'ticle  re- 
quired. 

Now  it  is  ])ossible  for  the  mother  to  step  iiito  an  automobile,  be 
whirled  away  to  an  adjoining  city,  and  secure  almost  any  desired 
garment  all  ready  to  wear. 

'IMie  early  specialists  along  domestic  lines  were  the  dressmaker 
and  tailorcss  and  tlie  cobbler  and  bootmak'cr,  who  went  from  home 
to  home  to  helj)  make  clothing  and  shoe  the  family,  ol'h'u  number- 
ing more  than  a  dozen. 

Scattered  ab(.>ul,  especially  near  Manstiehl,  one  oceasioually  sees 
a  gnarled  old  mulberry  tree.  Some  attimtion  was  given  to  raising 
silkworms  in  Connecticut  as  early  as  17G0.  The  industry  was  inter- 
fered with  during  the  lujvolutiomii'y  AVar.  Later  it  was  I'evned, 
and  at  the  tinie  of  the  War  of'  IS  12,  when  iniportation  ot  I'aw  silk 
was  hindei-ed,  .Mansfield  fuiMiished  I'aw  sill:  for  coach  laee  to  a  man 
nfaeturei-  in  Newark',  N.  ,1.  'Ldiis  was  said  to  be  snperioi'  in  strength 
and  liistej'  to  the  best  imported  silk."'' 

An  occn})ation  outside  the  regular  work  of  the  liome  and  fai'm 
was  thus  opened.  Wonuui  were  often  employed.  Thtiy  received 
the  munificent  sum  of  12  ami  50  cents  per  week  and  board.  Calico 
dresses  were  at  that  time  a  luxury,  to  be  worn  only  to  church  or  on 
some  especial  occasion.  At  that  time  calico  cost  64  O]'  G7  cents 
a  yai'd  and  girls  ol'tc'n  worked  an  entire^  season  picking  the  mul- 
berry leaves  and  feeding  the  worms  to  get  a  printed  dress,  seven 
yards  for  $4.50,  which  was  lujt  homespun. 

l''i'om  now  on  the  change  in  the  induslrial  life  was  rapid.  In 
June,  "1712,  an  v\\\v\  in  the  town  i^-eords  says  that  a  committer 
a])pointed  to  arrange  for  the  eslablisfmienl  of  a  town  mill  for 
gi'inding  the  settlers'  corn. 

*Hinit'.s  aierchatit's  .M  a         lu-,  N'oL  II. 
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Arrangciiicjit  was  inaclo  with  Jonatliaii  I larlslioi'ii  in  17  Ui  for 
building  and  maintaining  one.  l^irt  of  the  agreement  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"That  Jomitliaii  Hartshorn  for  aiid  in  tlie  consideration  of 
the  said  sixty  acres  of  land  secured  by  deed  nnto  said  liarlshorn 
upon  consideration  of  liis  fnll  compliance  foi'  himself,  his  heii's,  his 
executors,  admin istj-atoi-s  and  assigns,  for  all  times,  foiever,  here- 
after ''^  *  shall  at  his  and  thei]' own  proper  cost  and  cliarge  l)u ild 
and  erect  a  good  and  sullicient  grist  mill,  within  the  said  town  ol' 
Coventry,  on  tlic  ])n)ok  that  issueth  or  runneth  from  the  (ireat 
Pond,  near  the  meeting  liouse,  and  shall  also  keep  and  maintain 
the  said  grist  mil!  in  the  said  place  i'orevcr  in  good  repair  so  that  it 
shall  be  snnicient  to  gi  ind  all  tlie  corn  that  the  inhabitants  of  tlie 
said  town  sliall  at  all  times  hereafter  ha\e  need  to  be  ground,  for 
their  use  maldng  as  good  ineal  as  is  or  sfiall  be  generally  made  l)y 
otlier  nrills  ^vithin  the  aforesaid  colony." 

'V\\('  old  mill  w  as  standing  during  tlie  memory  of  many  residents 
and  the  old  millst(mc  near  the  factory  of  T.  f  1.  Wood  (*o.  now  inarks 
the  spot. 

'riius  early  wa-  the  ])owcr  (»f  the  sti'cam  issuing  from  the  (Jreat 
I^ond  utilized.  It  was  about  a  hundred  years  later  before  tlie  water 
power  I)egan  to  be  appliiMl  to  any  extent  to  luanufactures. 

In  KSK)  John  lioynlon  built  a  wool  carding  mill.  Here  the 
farmm'"'s  wool  could  Ijc  tai'dcd  into  rolls  ready  for  spitining  into 
yarn.  The  I'clief  fi'om  hand  carding  left  ihi'  families  ^\ith  so  much 
extra  time  tliat  they  employed  it  by  doing  e.vtra  kriitting  of  socks 
aiul  mittens  for  sale  in  N'cw  York  City.  Tt  is  said  that  farnuu's 
brought  their  wool  for  (iflcen  miles  ai'ound  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  help  wlrich  machine  work  gave. 

j\Tr.  Boynton  A\as  the  in\'enlor  of  a  card  machine  whicli  was  in 
use  in  vaT'ious  woolen  mills  at  that  time  and  had  a  macliine  shop 
in  wliich  they  were  nuidc.  Other  carding  machines  ^\ere  in  use 
in  the  town  al)oul  this  time.  A  (Ja/ctfcr  of  Coiuietdicut,  published 
for  the  years  1810-18,  gives  the  following  statistics:  The  manu- 
factures  ami    mccli;!  ideal   cm  ploy  nuuds   cxclusixe  of   those   of  a 


domestic  character  consist  of  one  cotlon  Tactoi'v,  two  |)a])(,M-  mill.-, 
one  glass  factory,  one  inamifai-toi'v  ol'  carding  machines,  thi'ce  small 
distilleries,  live  tanneries,  three  grain  mills,  six  saw  mills  and  five 
carding  machines.    There  are  seven  mercantile  stoi'cs. 

Many  mills  were  burnt.  Some  of  llic  business  enterprises  were 
failures.  The  following  articles  are  I'ccui'dcd  as  ha\  ing  been  manu- 
fat'tnrcd  in  Coventry:  cheap  wool  hats  for  th(.!  slave  ti'ade,  satinets, 
goods  Avith  a  cotton  war])  and  good  all  wool  hlling,  clotli  dressing 
and  fulling  mill,  li(.)oks  and  eAH'>,  gun  cai'l  ridg(^s,  cotton  j)iL'ker, 
cotton  yarn,  cotton  cloth,  cotton  flatting  and  sewing  silk. 

In  Cole's  Ilisloi'y  of  Tolland  (bounty,  ])ublished  in  ISSS,  the 
following  manufacturei-s  are  mentioned  as  ilourishing:  A.  Kings- 
bury &  Son's  paper  box  factoi'y,  the  l:*hoenix  Metallic  Cartridge 
Co.,  A.  D.  Bottum's  sewing  silk,  C.  II.  Ivenyon  v.^-  Co.'s  woolen  mill, 
A.  Washburn  &  Son's  silk  mill,  'V.  11.  Wood  silk  buslnes^.  d.  M. 
A\^ood,  woolen  goods. 

At  ])resent,  in  the  list  is  as  follow,-^:  ddie  T.  11.  WOod  Co.. 

silk  throwsters  and  fish  lines;  I^higene  A.  Ti'acy,  liic,  wool  extracts; 
John  A.  Dady  Corjj.,  silk  tln'owsters;  Kingsbury  Box  &  Printing 
Co.;  \Xm.  K.  Wood  \'  Son,  numufactui-ers  ot  toric  lenses;  11.  K.  Ov: 
W.  A.  AVashburn,  silk  throwsters;  Valley  ]\Iills  Co.,  wool  extracts; 
Wm.  11.  Armstrong,  wagons,  hui)s,  s])(dv'es,  etc.;  S(juth  (-o\entry 
Paper  Co. 

Roads 

As  the  early  map  of  Ibe  town  shows,  pj'0\i>ion  I'oi-  liigb\\ay< 
within  the  settlement  was  nuule  in  the  early  surveys.  After  the 
coming  of  the  settlei'S  from  Northampton,  Windsor,  Hartford,  etc., 
there  must  have  been  the  brolcen  paths  of  their  luaking  if  similai- 
trails  had  not  previously  existed. 

A.S  tlie  town  gi'ew  and  there  was  suj'plus  farm  jnoiluce,  such  as 
beef  and  poi'k,  butter  and  cheese,  ti-ade  is  said  to  have  been  (  arritMl 
ou  with  Xorwich  landing,  ox  teams  can-ying  the  mei'chaiul i-e  to 
and  fi'o. 

Shipping  was  cari'ied  on  at  that  time  between  Noi-wich  and  the 
West  Indies. 
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In  1769  a  petition  was  sciit  to  the  GeiieiMl  Assembl}'  for  })eriiiis- 
sion  to  shorten  tJie  route  between  Coventry  and  ilartl'ord.  Later, 
pikes  were  established. 

In  1797  tile  Boston  Tiiinpike  Co.  was  iiieor])orate(l  foi'  estab- 
lishing- and  keeping  in  I'epair  a  joad  from  llai'll'ord  throuuh  l^^ast 
Hartford,  l^olton,  Coventry,  Mansfield,  Aslrford,  Punifret  and 
Tlioni})son  to  the  Massachusetts  line.  ToW  gates  were  est abl i-^hcd 
along  the  road,  bnt  there  was  none  on  this  ])ik'e  in  (Vj\entrv. 

The  list  ot  tolls  and  i-egidations  are,  howeNcr,  in-erted  hcic: 

els.  nds. 


]*jvery  travelling  four  wheel  ]»l('asuit'  canaagc  iK:  horses  2.V-n 

"      chaise,  chaired'  sulky  1?-.") 

loaded  wagon  01- carl  I -j-:) 

"      empty  do  or  cai1  ()-:'> 

single  horse  cart  (i-:; 

cmply  horse  cail  ^  1-t) 

lloi-ses,  cattle  \'  mules  each  •<?-() 

Every  [deasure  sleigh  (>-;) 

Livery  loaded  sled  or  sleigh  ■  l-O 

"      enrj)ly   "    "  P-O 

Man  cV'  horse  j-i) 

Shee])  &  swine  ea(di  1  -(» 

"Pi'ovided  alwavs,  iliat  jxM-.-ons  lra\ellingon  the  Loi'ds  da\'  and 

other  days  to  attend  public  \\(n>hi[)  whei'e  they  ordinaidly  attend: 


])ersons  travcdiing  to  attend  funerals:  fai'nu'i's  passing  thi'ougii  said 
gates  to  attend  tlieii-  oi'dinary  fai'ming  business:  all  |ii'i'-ons  lL\ing 
within  one  mile  and  a  half  o\'  either  of  said  gates,  ami  nol  pa-.-ing 
said  gate  furthei-  than  one  mile  and  a  half:  persons  going  to  mill 
on  horsel)a(d\:  ])ei'sons  ti'avidling  to  attend  society,  town  and  fiee- 
man's  meetings,  and  pei'soiis  ol)liged  by  law  to  perfoi-ui  mililaiy 
duty,  travelling  to  attend  ti'aining,  shall  not  be  lialde  to  the  pay- 
ment of  said  toll." 

The  present  pike  to  Ilaidford  wa>  built  in  INO.S  and  the  lilac- 
o\'ei"gi"owii  c(dlar  where  the  toll  house  >tood  may  be  seen  not  far 
from  tlie  lunisi-  now  oecU|)ied  bv  d .  ('.  Aver.  An  elderly  friend, 
who  used  to  live  near  there,  has  told  me  how,  as  a  (diild.  she  ile- 
lighted  to  lain  and  open  the  gate  for  the  ])assei'-by. 


Travel 

'l'j'a\L'l  was  lai;i;"ely  on  liorseljack  diu'iiig  llie  carl}'  lii-lorv  oi' 
tlie  towiJ.  Eicliard  J I  ale,  writing  to  his  sons,  Xatliaii  and  l-jiodi, 
at  Yalu,  tells  them  he  will  eithei-  send  them  lioi'ses  for  tlicii'  home- 
eoining  or  have  them  proeure  some  in  i\e\v  Haven. 

The  stage  eoaeh  in  the  early  })art  ot  1800  was  thi;  next  .-rU'i)  in 
the  transportation  of  passengers.  Anstin  Dunham,  who  wa-  horn 
ill  South  Coventry  in  1813  and  was  taken  so(m  after  that  hi  llart- 
loi'd  to  live,  nsed  as  a  lioy  to  visit  his  great-auid.  who  li\ed  m  the 
Jesse  l\oot  lionse  on  Ripley  Hill.    In  some  skettlies  ot  the  ohlcn 


Muiii   Strt'ct   111   Soutli   CdVcTitry,  :\1  c t hodi .-^ t   Churt'li   and  I'ostollice   on  tlie 
riyhl,   .sloi-r   oL    W  .    L.    W  .  11  wood   luid   .sit.-   (d"  JJoutli- 
iJiniock  Lil)i-ai'y  ini  the  h  it. 


times  he  mentions  the  roaeli  trips  hetween  there  and  his  home  in 
llarli'ord.  As  I  write  I  ean  see  I'rom  my  window^  the  old  house, 
with  the  pike  in  trout,  and  ean  almost  i'aney  the  himhering  old 
coat  h  with  its  four  liorsus  standing  tliere  with  its  oeeii pants  huigh- 
ing  when  the  laicwtlU,  are  nuuK-  and  great-aunt  hopes  Austin  will 
so(di  couK'  again,  all  hough  ho  alw  ays  makes  her  twdee  glad— glad 
w  hi-n  he  comes  and  glad  w  lien  he  goes.  We  ])resent-day  residents 
ha\t'  had  a  taste  of  coadii iig.    l^e\i(»us  to  the  time  (d'  ihe  trolley, 


IIK)!)^  a  i-oarli  with  two  lior.-cs  lu-rd  l(j  j-iiii  bL'iweeii  South  C'ovciitrv 
viUage  and  tiie  ilcpul,  nieetiii^i;'  tlie  \  arioLis  trains.  Kow  that,  tuu,  is 
bill  a  niatto]'  oi.'  histoiy. 

'i'j'ains  on  ihc  present  Central  V'ei-niont  I'oad  coniineneed  i-un- 
ning  about  Lsr)U.  'Vlia  road  was  then  known  as  thr  New  IjoiuKm, 
Williniajdie  and  Palmer. 

Taverns 

Soon  aflcj-  the  seitleuient  of  town,  anion*;'  the  olhei'  otHcers 
elected  foi'  the  year  1115,  Nathaniel  Ji'ust  was  nanu'd  as  1a\ei-n 
keeper.    'I'hii<  eai'ly  was  arran.uviiienl  made  for  the  ti-a\elin,u-  piiljlie. 


Cfiitial  X'fiiiu.iit  r:ain<i;i(l  .staiidii,  .showing-  ]\Ir. 
Jt.aHT-ts.iii's  coach   that  anteilated 
the  ti-oncy. 


The  old-time  Ic^al  re(pi  i  i^'nienl  fur  a  ta\  ern  wa^  a  .--pare  bed  and 
stable  room  I'oi-  two  horses. 

Someone  has  said  the  "Taxcrns  siip])lied  in  some  degree  the 
place  not  only  of  our  hotels  and  eating  houses,  but  (d'  elubs,  news- 
])apers  and  p(»stollice.  What  genei'al  news  ever  reached  tlie  town 
was  circulated  by  the  nighily  gatherings  at  I  lie  ta\  eiMi." 

Some  of  ihe  older  taxciiis  (»f  ('oM-nirv  are  as  follows,  accord- 
ing to  slaleuients  luade  bv  old  rc,-i(lciil>  of  the  town  for  ('ole's 
hook  m  1 SSS  : 

The  olde-t  oiic'  remembered  was  ai  llu;  iiouse  or  loeaiioii  ol'  W  in. 
(Jardner  on  Iiipley  Hill,  the  ])lace  now  occupied  by  Albert  Baker. 
'Idle  ne\1  wa-  at  the  >ou1li  end  of  South  Sli'cet,  with  .\ovaius  Cu-h- 
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man  as  landlord.  Tlic  main  joad  fiom  llartl'ord  lo  Windham  and 
l^idoklvn  passed  tlicrc  al  that  time. 

'I'he  old  la\crn  on  the  llaitToi'd  and  j-iostoii  mail  stauc  load  is 
now  known  as  the  I'ollaid  placi',  iieai-  the  W'illiinantit-  IJivei'. 

The  house  west  of  the  Jesse  l\oot  house,  now  occupied  hy  (ieoi'ge 
l^'j'eeman,  was  an  old  taNcrn.  ^The  old  siun  was  in  the  ^hape  of  a 
shield.  On  it  was  the  ]>ictui'e  of  a  man  with  a  bird  in  his  hand 
and  a  hush  with  a  hird  in  it,  accompanit'd  \)\  the  old  |)i'0Verl),  "A 
hii'd  in  the  hand  is  worth  two  in  tin.'  l)u-h.'"  ''lioderick  Rose"'  wa.s 
the  name  upon  the  ^^ign. 

After  the  llartl'ord  pike,  I'liiiiiiug  tln-ough  the  town,  was  opened, 
a  hotel  wa>  kept  just  helow  ^Ir.  l\olli"s  harness  shop  hy  the  lollow- 
ing  landloi'd-:  A/el  tMgerton,  (Miai'les  Carpenter,  ]Masoii  Dimock 
and  dohii  Ihii'd.  Jolm  I»o-e  had  a  hotel  at  the  j>resent  l>ose  plac(; 
hy  ihe  (Jreen.  Iioyal  Manning  sutceeded  him.  At  his  ileath,  in 
ISM,  the  hotel  was  discontinued.  One  ^vas  kept  in  the  ])resent 
Thomas  Wood  place.  op])osite  the  Nathan  Hale  Monument,  by 
.Mai'tin  Lyuum. 

The  present  P)idw(dl  ilouse  wa>  opened  in  !<S'<^"3  by  Solomon 
l^idwcll,  wdior-'e  son  and  grand-on  >uccee(led  him. 

Mails 

The  early  mails  were  carried  on  horseback.  ( 'ole  says,  lle/alecd 
llutchis(,)n  was  mail  conti'actor  tor  se\('i"al  veai's,  with  tlie  compensa- 
tion of  $75  a  yeai'.  The  average  mail  m  1S'?(>  was  only  about  tuo 
leiters  a  day.  d'hen  it  took  from  fonr  to  days  ])ctween  here  and 
New  ^'ork',  and  news  a  week  old  was  haded  with  a  /est  -imilai'  to 
ours  ovei-  news  fresh  from  the  wdre.    A!)out  the  mail  was  car- 

ried between  Hartford  and  Providence  hy  stage.  At  iii'st,  imnls 
were  carided  but  thi'ee  times  a  wvok,  hut  soon  daily  m;iils  w^'i-o 
inaugurated.  '^Ih'a nspoidation  of  mads  was  maile  by  steam  ti'ain 
about  KSnO. 

Post  Offices 

The  first  postoHice  is  said  to  have  heen  opened  in  18K)  at  a  house 
in  Xoiib  C'oventry  at  tiie  to])  of  the  hill  west  of  the  ehurch.  SiLis 
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Jlubbard  wn^^  fiVHt  jxj.stniastcr.  The  liivl  oHirc  in  Soiilli  ( '()\ ciil ry 
was  (eii  years  later,  in  the  lioiise  opposite  the  ^'athaii  Hale  Monu- 
ment, witli  Jei'erniali  Parrish  as  post niastei'.  The  posloHiee  in 
North  Coventry  has  now  heei]  (list-ontinue(L  The  South  Coxciilry 
postotliee  is  in  the  drug  store  eoridueted  hy  L.  Ai .  l*hilli)),-  at  the 
cornel'  of  ]\lain  and  i\Iason  Streets.  The  territory  outsiih:'  Ihe  \  il- 
hige  is  fairly  well  eovered  by  riii'al  free  deliv(;ry  routes.  One  si  arts 
fi-oni  the  South  Coventry  olliee  and  two  fioni  the  ottiee  in  K'ock- 
^■ille,  while  a  wagon  from  South  Willington  eovers  a  small  portion 
of  the  town,  as  does  also  one  fiom  Ando\er, 

War  Times 

Pi'OgJ'ess  in  Coventry,  as  throughout  the  (ounlry,  was  alfecled 
by  the  various  wars. 

French  and  Indian  War 

She  eseaped  the  earlier  Imlian  wars  bel'ore  the  time  C(»\ entry 
was  settled,  but  partieipated  to  some  extent  in  the  French  and  In- 
dian Waj'  in  1755,  as  showti  by  town  j'ccoids,  a  feu'  ot  which  fol- 
low: 'TleDry  AYoodward  of  Cov.  was  killed  by  the  lndian> 
1750.'^  "Simon  C roves  died  at  Tort  l^dward  of  Small  pox  in  Oct. 
IC).")?.'*'  ''Ebenezer  ]?oot  died  of  fever  in  old  k'l'eneh  war  near  Lake 
(ieorge,  17r)8."  ''Xoah  Crant  joined  ex[)edition  against  Ci'own 
Point  in  1755.''  "Lieut.  Sol.  Grant  was  ambushed  and  killed  t)y 
Indians  in  this  war.^' 

Revolutionary  War 

At.  the  time  of  the  1  >e\ ol u tiona ry  Wai'  ('ONcntry  ranked  as  a 
considerable  town  in  the  colony,  with  a  (irand  List  of  £<J0,!S5()  and 
a  population  of  2,032  whites  and  21  blacks.  Jilight  nobly  did  she 
do  her  part  in  the  struggle  for  the  independenee  of  the  nation. 

In  Octoljcr  of  1774  the  Colonial  Assembly  of  Connecticut  re- 
(juired  tlie  selectmen  of  the  towns  to  pro\ide  a  doultle  quanlit\  of 
powder,  balls  and  flint.  Li  January,  1775,  the  same  AsM.'ml)ly 
ordered  the  entire  militia  to  innster  and  drill  once  a  week  during 
the  three  months  following.    Stirring  times  there  must  lia\c  been 
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oji  ilir  old  Irainiiig  i^ivlmi  that  winter.  AVlicn  the  blow  at  Loxin^i;- 
tou  fell  on  April  l!)(l!,  1T75,  ''horse  expi-esses"  eai-i-KMl  Ihe  iicw.-r 
til  roiiu-hijiit  New  iMi^^'la ti( I .  This  is  ( 'oinioctieut's  res])onsL',  wi'illcii 
Apiir-Jlsl,  rioin  l.rhaiioii,  Ihe  I'csii Iciict'  of  (■Jovoriior  'rj'iiiiihull,  lo 
I'residoiii  Hancock'  ol*  rlic  ^Mas<achiisolls  Provincial  ('()n^-i'cs>: 
'■t'\i'rv  jjrcparalion  i<  niakini^  to  support  your  proviiu-e.  "  The 
ardoi-  of  our  peoi)le  is  such  tluit  the}'  can't  he  kept  hack.  The  colonels 
are  lo  roi-\\ai'(l  part  of  ihe  l)est  nuMi  and  the  most  I'eady  as  fast  as 
p(;s>ililc,  the  remainder  to  he  ready  at  a  nujineiit's  wariiing-.'^  A  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  sohliers  ,ai'e  rec(n'de(l  as  .i^'oing  f]-oin  CoN'entry, 


Tlie  liuh'  lioiiit'Stf.ui,   residence  ol:   lieaceii   Uirhard  iiale,  falliei    m  .Nathan, 
now  owned  by  Mr.  1'.   11.  J'ldersun. 


riinking  well  in  nund)ers  with  any  town  m  the  eolony.  Tweiity- 
se\eii  days  is  the  longest  recorded  peidod  ol  ser\ice  at  that  time. 

in  the  long  struggle  which  followed  it  is  said  that  not  a  soldier 
had  to  ])e  dratted  in  C!oventry  to  till  the  (luota  for  the  town.  j\Ieas- 
ui'es  were  adopted  l)y  the  town  lo  (»ro\ide  tor  the  fauiilie-  ot  the 
aljsent  soldiers  and  houiilies  wci'c  gcncroii-ly  od'eicd. 

Juicouragemeiit  l)y  the  eili/eiis  of  llie  town  m  the  way  ot  eh)lh- 
ing  for  tlie  soldiei's  and  cai-e  ol'  iheir  families  was  fri'elv  given,  it 
is  said  tliat  "Kidiard  Hale,  father  of  Cajd.  Nathan   Male,  would 
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ol'tt'ii  (luring-  wai-  liiiR'  i'orbid  his  family  ii-iii,L;"  Uic  wool  I'ruiii  liio 
farm  for  tlicjiisi-K I's^  that  blankets  for  the  soUliers  might  be  made 
from  it.  The  passing  soldier  was  siii'e  ot  food  and  slielter  fj'f)m 
tli-is  palriotie  house. 

The  assistanl  I'ommissary  for  the  Stalt;  was  rleremiah  liipiry, 
who  lived  on  liij)ley  Hill  in  ('o\enti'y.  In  ^^'-^y,  171 1,  ('apt.  liunt- 
ingion,  of  Noi'\\  irli,  w  as 
ortlered  to  deli\er  100 
])arrels  of  (,^oiit  iiu-ntal 
powder  to  (Jap.  d .  U*i])- 
ley,  of  C' oven  try,  to  be 
earefully  kept  niitil  fur- 
ther orders. 

February  2('5,  1778, 
the  same  Jeremiah  Kip- 
le}'  was  dir(?eted  hv  tlie 
(Jeiieral  A.ssemljly  to 
send  under  a  guard  so 
soon  as  might  he,  two 

tons  oC  fine  ])OWLlei'  in  Ins  hands  to  Jv/ekiel  ('hevei's,  \''^>^[-, 
eonimissary  of  artillery  at  S[)IM ngdehl.''' 

Nilthiin  Hale 

Over  a  hundred  Co\entry  men  are  J'eeorded  in  the  lists  ol  iie\- 
olutionary  soldieJ's.  We  honor  all  of  these  men  who  so  bravely  did 
llieir  ])art,  but  the  name  which  stands  uut  ])reM'ni  i  neid  ly  in  Cov- 
eidry's  part  in  the  lie\cilut  ion  i>  liiat  of  ('aplain  .Nathan  ilale. 

At  the  time  when  the  war  hi'oke  (Uil,  Nathan  ilale  was  teaching 
in  Xew  London.  'JMie  ]iews  ot  tlu'  alarm  at  Lexington  was  hrought 
1  hither  hv  liui-i'ving  steed,  and  upon  its  recei))t  a  town  meeting  at 
once  gathered.  Nathan  Hale  was  picsenl  and  s[)oke  as  follows: 
'•J.et  us  jnareh  immediately  and  ne\er  lay  down  our  arms  until  we 
ohtain  our  inde])endenee.^'  lie  enrolled  as  a  voiutdeei-.  'idie  next 
day  he  juet  liis  pu})jls,  "ga^e  them  eai'iiest  counsel,  [)rayed  with 
iheni  and  shaking  each  by  llie  hand,''  left. 

The  stay  at  Lexington  was  piot>ably  ]iot  long,  hut  was  followed 
by  a  })ermanent  eomieclion  with  the  army,  a  letter  to  his  father 

^Cctntnial  lU'coids  of  Cuiint'i  ticn  t. 
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sayin<4"  ili^it  '^a  sense  of  duty  him  to  saci'itire  everything  foi* 

Ills  counti'y." 

,  In  a  ]iote  oi'  resignation  to  the  school  pro]>rietors  of  his  Xew 
London'  scliool,  he  says:  "Selioolkee])ing  is  a  hiismess  oi'  which  I 
was  always  fond.  1  have  tlioiight  nmeh  of  never  cjuitting  it 

l)ut  with  life,  hut  at  ]>resent  tliei'e  seems  an  0])|)ortutiity  foi'  niure 
extended  puhlic  sei'viee." 

JJale's  eojupany  was  stationed  for  a  short  time  at  New  London, 
and  Se]^teml)ei'  Ith,  1775,  was  ordered  to  eamp  near  Boston.  ,lan- 


Thi'  Nath;iii  Hah-  IMnmiiiu'iit  and  Nathan  [-lale  Cemetery. 


uary  L-l,  177(5,  Ik;  was  eommissioned  a  captain  hy  Congress.  In 
xVpril  he  went  hy  way  of  Norwieh  to  New  York.  But  little  is  ri.'- 
corded  of  Hale  between  this  time  and  September. 

At  this  juneture  it  was  of  utmost  importanee  to  (ieneral  Wasli- 
ington  to  h-ai'n  if  possible  the  plans  of  the  British  troops  under 
Howe  on  Long  Island.  An  appeal  through  Knowlton  was  nuule 
to  the  otlieei's  for  a  volunteer  for  this  sei'vice  of  spying.  Hale  had 
been  ill  and  was  late  in  coming  to  the  assembly  of  oflicers.  Knowl- 
ton's  request  had  ])rcviously  met  with  no  res])onse,  hut  when  Ihile 
leai-ned  of  the  need  he  met  it  with  the  words,  ''I  will  undertake  it." 
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His  attitude  tuwaj-d  the  work  Ikj  uiKk'i'took  is  perhaps 

best  sliuwii  jji  the  woj-lIs  with  which  Jie  is  said  to  iia\e  auswei'ed 
the  enlrcaties  of  friends  not  to  imdertalve  so  liazaj-tious  and,  iii  a 
way,  dcii-i'adiii*;-  task:  "I  tliiidv  I  owe  to  my  eountry  the  aeeoiiL- 
plislinieiit  of  an  uhjcct  so  important,  and  so  much  desired  by  (he 
Comniaiider  of  lier  armies — and 
1  knuw  ]io  otlier  mode  of  obtain- 
ing tile  information,  tlian  by  as- 
suming a  disguise,  and  passing 
into  the  ejiemy's  t-anip.  I  am 
fully  sensible  of  the  eonsi'- 
quenees  of  diseo\ery  and  ea])tui'e 
in  sui-li  a  situation.  Hut  for  a 
\-ear  1  ha\-e  been  attached  to  the 
army,  ami  liave  not  rendered 
any  material  service,  while 
receiving  a  compensation  fur 
w  Inch  "1  make  no  return.  Yet  I 
am  JioL  iniluenced  by  the  expec- 
tati(jn  uf  pi'omolion  oi-  })eeu]]iary 
rewai'd.  I  wish  to  be  useful, 
and  every  kind  of  service  neees- 
sai'y  for  the  public  good  becomes 
honoiable  ])y  being  necessai'y.  If 
the  exigencies  of  my  counti'y  de- 
mand a  peculiar  service,  its 
claims  to  the  perfornumce  of 
th;il  service  are  imperious." 

ddie  ex])edition  was  under- 
tak'en  by  him  with  the  fatal  re- 
sult which  we  all  know.  Sej)- 
tendjer  52d,  17T(i,  Xathan  Hale 
was  hanged  as  a  sjiy.  Tlis  last 
words  are  said  lo  have  Ijeen : 
"My  only  regret  is  that  1  have 
but  one  1  i  fc  to  lo.-^c  fur  ni  v  cou  n- 
ti-y." 

The  depth  of  hir,  patriotism, 
his  unswerving-  de\otion  to  dutv 


The  Hale  grave.stone  in  Nathan 
Hale  (,'enieterj'-;  the  inscription 
r*>ad.s:  "r)urable  stone  preserve 
the  monumental  record.  Nathan 
Hale  H.S(i.  a  Capt.  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States  who  was 
born  June  Gth  17  55  and  received 
tlu'  first  lionors  of  Yale  College 
Seid  1773  resigneil  his  life  a 
sacrifice  to  his  countr\'s  liberty 
at  New  York  Sei)t.  L'2d  177(5 
Etatis  22d.  Mr.  Kicdiard  Plale 
Junr  born  Vi-],.  20th  1757  dit-d 
of  a  consn mi)tion  in  the  Island 
of  St.  I'^u.stalia  h\'\>  12th  171K]. 
asi  il  ;^7  years  tliey  were  .sons  of 
heac  niehai-d  &  ]\lrs.  Elizabeth 
riale  uf  Cox  .-ntrA-.  'Vw  n  daimh- 
t.-rs  of  Mi-.  J^ichard  lialc  .Iimr 
and  Mrs.  Mai'y  Hah-  orn-  narn'd 
:\lai'\-  1m(1  11  .J  uly  i;th  1  7s7  a  iid 
.lied  \H-r.  lutli  ]7;n,  th.'  oth.T 
Tolly  liorn  .Jan  25th  17:t2  and 
(U.  d  (  »ct  2d  17:t;5.  Their  bodies 
sleep    beneath    this  m(;niiment." 


31 


as  he  saw  it,  liis  ai'dcnt  drsii'c  to  sei'\(;  (lie  |)iil)lit'  in  I'allc-t  iiicasiiro, 
his  aniiahlc,  xivai-ioiis,  iipri^'lit  Cluisliaii  life,  and  llic  -olciim 
^I'andt'ii  1-  of  Ill's  death  are  all  so  full  of  i u r;i  1  ion  h.  in  tlifse 
latt'i-  days  and  lo  oui-  childrtMi  after  \is  that  we  sliould  all  lirahd'ul 
toi"  the  iiieiii(»rials  which  ha\t'  heen  creeled  to  hi.-5  iiieiiun  \'  ,riid  whi(  li 
sei'vc  to  hriiiLi-  his  lite  a^aiii  and  ai^ain  to  llie  jiiinds  ot  men.  One 
stands  at  the  cnlraiiec  to  the  cenietcry  which  hcai's  lii-  naim'.  The 
old  tai!iil_y  stone  in  the  r^anie  yai'd  also  record.-  hi-  lite  and  death. 
The  one  ]>i(dnred  on  the  (oxer  is  in  >>T'W  York  City.  Two  aj-e  in 
liai-H'oi-d,  one  at  the  capitol  and  one  in  the  xVteiieuin  i;it)nnds. 
Still  nnolliei-  is  at  1 1  u nl iii,i;-toii,  J..  1.,  whei'e  he  was  -n|>])0-cd  to 
have  heen  ca]»lured. 

War  of  1812 

Thai  (V)\('idi'y  shai'ed  in  this  war  is  cvidenceil  h\-  the  -Ioiicr 
in  the  ccnielcidc-^  of  llie  town.  In  the  dilTerent  ceiiielerics  of  the 
North  Parish  se\cntcen  soldiers  in  this  war  are  hurieil. 

Civil  War 

Durinu  I  hi-  wai",  tho  towji  again  voted  prenriunis  and  boiinties 
to  volunteers.  In  Septenihcr,  i.Sli'.^  the  war  conmiittcc  repoi'ted 
''That  forty-fonr  men  haxe  cidislcd,  jnakiiii;-  three  more  than 
enou<;-h  fill  the  (|U(jla."  Tt  was  also  Yote(t :  "'That  a  nieding  of 
the  citizens  ot  this  town  he  ludd  at  this  house  next  Saturday  e\eii- 
mg  at  7  o"(dotd<  ''''  to  speak  a  kind  W(nd  to  oui'  \oliinleer-,  w  Ik^ 

ai'e  especially  in\ited  to  attend."  A  eoinniittee  was  ap|)oiiited  to 
aia-ange  for  the  Salui-day  evening  meeting. 

Jn  -January,  ISIM,  iveord  is  matle  of  the  succt'Ssrul  (dVorts  of 
the  war  coniniittee  in  pi'ocuring  men  to  eiili-t  \u  till  the  tpiota  (d'  the 
town  nndei"  the  l*ro(danuit  ion  of  the  President  calling  tor  ;l(i<i.niM) 
]nen,  so  that  a  di'aft  will  not  he  neeessai'y. 

Prominent  Coventry  Men  of  the  Eighteenth  Century 

Tdie  list  of  ('o\enli'y  men  w  ho  ha\i'  -crwd  the  count  r\  eilher 
at  home  or  ahi'oad  is  one  (jf  which  to  he  i)i(md. 

Confining  our  attention  to  the  eighteenth  eentury,  one  ot  the 
most  interesting  (  hai'acters  was  Lorenzo  Pow%  the  j\rethodi-r  ex- 


liurkT.  lie  was  horn  in  Covenliy,  I'onn.,  OctolxT  Kith,  1777.  His 
parents,  J hiin])lirL'y  U.  and  Tahillia  (Pai'kt.'r)  Dow,  were  natives 
of  ilie  same  plaee.  A  suddeJi  iUness  at  tlie  ai^c  of  12  caused  liim 
to  give  attention  io  religious  Jiiatters  and  led  to  his  Ijeconiing  a 
preaeliei-  ot  the  Metliodist  denoniinaliuu.  He  \isited  1  rehind  and 
Enghrnd,  pi'eaehing  to  ininieiiSL' 
crowds.  Jn  the  United  States 
he  traveh'd  extensi\el3'^  hohliiig 
cam])  meetings  in  the  woods, 
preaeliing  m  lialls  and  liouse^ 
when  eh  11  relies  were  not  open  t(.» 
him.  He  was  accompanied  h\ 
his  wife.  Pegu\y,  aider  his  mar- 
riage, who  shared  his  vicissi- 
tude.-. She  died  January  (ith, 
is-jo,  and  is  hiiried  in  Hehi-on, 
(_-onn.  Hoi'en/o  died  in  Geoi'ge- 
town,  J).  ('.,  bYdjiaiary  2d,  KSol. 
''Lo\e  to  (Jod  and  Afau''  is  I  lie 
sum  of  true  religion. 

A  view  of  Harlan  Page's 
hirth])hi(e  is  here  shown.  Jle 
was  t)(ji-ii  111  17'.)].  Tie  organ- 
I'/.od  tlic  Hrsl,  Sunday  school 
class  m  the  church  at  North 
('ow'iitry.  lie  hecame  a  coinert 
to  llu'  llapti.-t  faith  and  hecame 
a  missionary  in  connection  with 
llic  American  dh'aet  Society. 

Jesse  lioot,  whose  picture  i'orins  the  i'routis|)iece,  was  a  native 
of  Coventry,  horn  Deeemher  28th,  17;U;.  He  graduated  from 
Princeton  in  17r)().  After  three  years  as  a  minister,  he  studied  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  har  in  Hartford  County,  176;C  Jle  served 
as  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  iievolutioii  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Continental  Congre.-s  hetweeu  17:8  8:).  He  was  judge  of  the  Su- 
perioi-  Court  foi-  many  years  and  chief  justice  of  Connecticut,  179G- 
1807.  At  tile  age  of  82  he  opened  tlu'  Constitutional  Convention 
in  181 8. 


LoiMMizo  i;)ow,  a  Methodi.st  preacher 
in  many  lands.  (From  engrav- 
Hii-;  in  "  Life,  Experience  and 
Travels  of  Lorenzo  Dow,"  by 
Rev.  John  J.^owllng-,  I  k  i  >.  New 
Yorlc.  185  4.) 


.lolin  Sti'oiig-,  who  was  hoi'ii  in  ('ovcTitry  August  KHli,  VToS, 
ajipuars  to  liavo  been  |)i'oiii])ti'(l  by  llie  pioneer  instinet  oT  tlie  time. 
Jle  jiioved  to  the  norlli  anil  settled  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  (diam- 
ptain,  wliei'e  lie  ])ei-aiiie  eniiiient  as  a  leu'islator  and  loeal  jndge.  Tn 
ti!)l  he  sat  in  the  convention  that  ratified  tlie  United  States  Con- 
stitution. 

Nathan  Strong,  .Tr.,  and  Joseph  Strong  were  born  in  (Jo\enti  y, 

the  t'oi'nier,  Oetoljer  KUh, 
17  IS  ;  the  hitter,  September 
2\si,  175;),  sons  of  Nathan 
Strong,  pastor  in  Noi-tli  Cov- 
entry. The  former  was  or- 
dained |)astor  of  the  First 
Churcli  in  Hartford  Jannary 
r)th,  ni  l,  was  a  ('ha])lain  in 
ihe  iJevoliitionaiy  ai'niy,  and 
one  of  the  i-liiel'  founders  of 
Ihe  Connect ient  ^lissionary  So- 
iicl\'  ill  IV.'S. 

,)().~rph  was  fo!' lifty-six  years 
pa.-hir  of  the  I'lrst  Church  in 
Norwich.  l)oth  brothers  were 
^'ale  graduates  and  authors  of 
many  ei-c-lesiastical  woi'ks. 

Samuel  1 1  uiitiiigton,  the 
third  g()\erii()r  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  was  another  native  of 
Coventry,  horn  rictohei'  1th, 
17()-"').  lie  was  a  ne[)hew  of  Samuel  Huntington,  signer  (d'  the 
I'eclaratioii  of  IndcpendeiU'e,  by  wliom  he  was  adopted  and  edu- 
cated as  a  lawyer.  [*re\ious  to  his  gubernatorial  term,  1M(>!>-Id, 
he  was  a  delegate  t(»  the  Ohio  State  Constitutional  Con\ention  of 
ISOV.  judge  of  the  (*ourt  of  (*onimon  IMeas  and  also  of  the  Su])reme 
Couit,  and  state  senator  in  the  tirst  Ceneral  Assembly  of  18()3. 
In  the  sci-ond  war  with  C'reat  lii'itain,  1812-13,  lie  was  district 
payma>ter,  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 

dosepli  Huntington  is  better  known  to  Coventry's  history, 
although  not  a  nati\e.    lie  was  born  in  the  neighboring  town  of 
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lliuiaii  r;i^;e,  the  m is.sioiiary 
now  reinoclck'd  ami  t>ci.-upU'd 
by  William  Sparne. 


Wiiidliaiii,  May  ."illi,  17;j5,  and  was  a  hroUici'  of  llu'  signer,  Saiiiiicl, 
iijoiit  ioiK'd  above,    l  ie  was  gi-adiialcil  I'l-oiii  Yale  in  and  one 

yc'iW  later,  -lune  20tli,  was  oi'daincd   pa.-lor  of  llu'  I'^irst 

(diuj'eli  in  (Movent]"}'  and  remained  liere  until  his  dealli  in  ll 
is  inteJ'e>ting  to  note  that  under  his  t iitela^i'  Nathan  Hale  was  })re- 
pared  J'oi'  college. 

doe!  dones  was  auothei'  uative  of  ('(Acntrv — horn  ()(dol)t'r  '.^jth, 
171)-")- — who  migrated  at  an  early  a,i;e.  lie  heeame  a  lauyci-  in 
l^aston.  Pa.,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Lal'ayelte  ('olleize.  In 


Jt'sse  liool  lloJiitstt'ad  on   IliplfN-  Hill,  i-liiboratclj'  descrnxMl  in  Austin  C 
r)unli;iin's  "  Rcniinisccncos"  in  Ihii-ltOnl  |);iily  Courant  ol"  Api'll 
tilh,  now  owned  by  I'A-niinand  Zeclii.'l's  fstalf. 


LSli-!)  he  was  the  first  pi'esideut  of  Oirard  CoUeg-e  in  I'hiladelphia 
and  was  mayor  of  that  city  in  ]8dl>. 

Libraries  in  Coventry 

As  the  present  year  is  seeini^-  the  eonstriict ion  of  a  hi-autiful 
lihrar\-  hiiildiii_ii  in  oiii"  l<)\vn,  it  i>  litlini;-  to  l)i'in,Li  tliis  hi-loric 
sketeh  to  a  (dose  in  tracing  the  de\elopmeni  of  oiir  lii)i'ai  if-. 

Certain  old  hooks  gi\e  evidence  of  the  exisleiicc  (jf  a  lihrai'v 
]n'evious  to  jSOO  known  as  the  Social  Library. 


'i'lie  next  library  in  C'o\c'iitry  was  jiiadc  })OSsiljlo  by  tlie  legary 
which  was  Icl'l  Ijy  Mrs.  Saiah  Hale  oi'  $o, 3:^3.3;)  in  1803.  ^li-s. 
Male  was  the  wil'e  of  John  llale,  a  brother  oL'  Nathan  Hale,  and 
her  will  eai'ried  out  tlie  wishes  of  lier  husband,  who  died  before 
she  did.  ]iy  the  terms  of  the  will  the  library  was  especially  for 
the  nse  of  jninislei'S  those  who  wished  to  study  for  tlie  ministry 
or  for  missionary  work.  A  certain  percejit  of  the  money  was  to 
form  a  cuinulatixe  fund  and  has  now  amounted  to  ovei-  '$1(),0<)(). 
Another  part  each  year  is  for  the  jmrchase  of  books,  and  still  an- 
other is  for  the  aid  of  students  wdio  wish  to  be  ministers  or  mis- 
siomiries.  'i'he  library  at  ])resent  is  at  the  Congregational  parson- 
age. It  is  known  as  the  Hale  Donation  Librai'y.  A  ])ortrait  of 
John  Hale  is  to  he  found  there. 


l.i])i-ar>-  orcuiiicd        (lie  Soulli  Coventry  Library 
Assurialiiui   simc  ISHL 


The  Ijcginnijigs  of  the  present  small  lilu'ary  in  South  ('o\cnlry 
would  certainly  seem  to  illiisti'atc  the  fullillment  of  the  promise 
to  those  who  cast  their  bread  U[)on  llio  watei'S.  A  f i-ii'iidlo-^  hoy 
was  cared  foi"  ami  clot  hi'd  by  some  kindly  women  hen'.  ^'(■ars 
passed  and  the  pool-  boy  became  a  wealthy  man.  Dr.  Cogswell,  the 
man  just  mentioned,  wrote  from  California  in  IS?'.).  olTci'ing  to 
give  $000  toward  the  esta])lislnnent  of  a  library  if  the  ])copli'  hrre 
would  raise  a  similar  sum. 

hue  to  this  .-liniulus,  the  South  ('o\eiiij'y  Dibi-ar}-  A.--vie!a tion 
was  organized  in  IS.so  ami  hooks  were  loaned  on  a  small  payment 
per  yeai-  until  vi-ry  ]-eeently,  when  it  ^vas  made  free,  the  to^vn  gi\  ing 
$100  annualh  and  the  state  fui'nishing  eaeh  year  the  same  amount 

3(; 


iji  liooks.  'riic  ])ri'>c'iit  buildiug,  pictured  liei'e,  was  uiu.e  n<vi\  as  a 
])oslotru(',  but  was  purchased  by  llie  Association  in  .1894  for  use  as 
a  libra I'v.    The  libi'ary  contains  about  lOOO  volumes. 

'riie'  I'orit'i-  Lil)rai'y  in  Xorth  Co\euti'y  was  stai'ted  in  LS.Sli  Ijy 
Thomas  K.  J'orter  ami  the  widow  of  Dr.  John  Porter,  each  of  wliom 
ga\('  '$'J(K>.  'This  libi'ary,  as  well  as  that  in  South  Coventiy,  were 
beiicllciarifs  in  the  will  of  Win.  B.  Ivi i\u"sl)U ry  to  tlie  extent  of  about 
■^1,-^(MI  apiece. 

in  1;M1  the  late  Jlenry  F.  Diiiiock  left  ^10,000  in  peipcl  nation 
of  the  mcmui'v  of  liis  grandfather,  j\ev.  Cliauucey  Booth,  and  his 
t'ather,  'riinothy  Diniock,  1).,  to  build  and  endow  a  libiai'v  to  l-»e 
known  as  the  l^oolh  and  Dimoek  Alenioidal  Library,  ddiis  explains 
the  building  now  in  ])rocess  of  erection,  and  the  accompanying 
illusti'ation  will  show  how  the  building  will  look  at  completion. 
Thus  generously  has  Coventry  been  aided  by  her  sons  and  friends. 

As  this  nuvnuscript  is  going  to  press  the  citizens  of  Coventry  in 
town  meeting  assend)led,  August  3d,  11)12,  have  anticipatiMl  the 
bicentennial  exeicises  in  a  very  practical  numner  by  ])urchasing  the 
A.  0.  11.  W.  Uall  on  Wall  Street,  to  be  used  as  a  Town  Hall. 

Thus  in  briefest  outline  has  the  attempt  been  made  lo  trace 
de\elopnujnts  from  the  beginnings  to  present  accomplishments. 
Many  changes  have  there  been,  and,  we  trust,  great  advance.  "()ld- 
fashioned  manners  are  disappearing;  let  not  old-faslnoned  \irtucs 
also  disa])pear.  Let  not  the  material  pros])erity  ])roducc  noi'  accom- 
jjany  a  decrease  of  intidlectual  or  moral  worth." 


Covt-ntry's  cikit'st  luaii-icd  couple,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  O.  CJardiner,  aged 
88  and  85  rc^ptcti vely.     I'liey  have  bcfn  married  Gl  years. 
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A   IHnm  IN   C():\LMKM()lJA'ri()N    OF  THE   TWO  JIUX- 
DlM^DTIl  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  OOA'ENTKY 

l\i'TJi  Am  i;i.ia  II  Kuaxs 

Long  ago  wlieii  tlit-  LiidinM  bold 

Stalketl  al)oiit  ovci-  meadow  and  liiH, 
Or  skidked  in  tliiol<el^  on  U'dgi', 

Near  tlie  course  ol*  ri\('i-  or  j'ill  ; 
When  tlie  rivers  wei'e  not  yvi  harnessed, 

Nor  the  forest  monarchs  hvid  low 
And  the  wind  winch  came  fi'om  the  nortliward 

Bnt  rumors  vague  did  blow 
Of  the  wliite  num,  the  pale-face  conqueror, 

Who,  ai-med  with  Ins  weapons  of  lire, 
Was  taking  away  from  the  redman 

The  land  he  had  fought  to  acquire; 
When  as  yet  in  this  peaceful  valley 

No  sign  was  seen  of  the  I'oe 
Who  should  take  tlie  peace  of  the  Indian 

And  work  for  his  oveiiln'ow. 

this  land  where  lived  the  Afohegan 

The  dreaded  while  man  canu' 
At  last,  hut  (piict  and  peaceful 

Redeemed  somewhat  ihe  name. 
Ami  ventured  at  Ic'Ugth  to  denuvnd, 

As  mildly  as  might  he. 
Tile  sale  of  a  large  stretch  of  country 

Whei'c  all  might  Ww  peacefully. 

Then  were  the  young  l)i'a\cs  angry 

Ami  swore  hy  all  that  was  fi'ee 
That  the  white  man  should  die  like  a  traitor 

Before  such  ruin  should  he. 
]-)ut  flosliua,  the  hra\e  and  the  thoughtful, 

Sagi'  chief  of  the  c(uiiumI  of  wai', 
l>esli'ained  their  impctuoir-  madness 

H(d'ore  ihev  were  cai-iicd  loo  far; 
Rehuked  their  unfjicndl)  >pirit 

Willi  words  of  wisdom  and  calm; 
Recommeiuled  they  sell  to  the  white  man, 

Be  courteous  and  do  him  no  luirm. 


So  a  hroail  s1itU-Ii  of  hill  and  of  \  alley, 

Willi  rocks,  with  had  soil  and  *^ood, 
A\'as  uamrd  hy  llu'  will  of  Ihi'  ^i-cal \diioi' ; 

And  wliL'iH!  wii^wanis  had  <tood 
]>os('  thi'  >iini)l('  loLiM  ahin  or  fi'anie  lioiiso, 

ddio  honiu  of  Uio  ])ioiiL'ur, 
With  it^  work',  its  ploasirrcs,  its  frolics, 

The  cm  for  of  health,  of  u'ood  ilieei". 

dust  two  hundred  years  ha\e  ])a<sed  hy  it 

Since  thaf  town  was  founded  tdiere — 
ddie  town  with  the  lake  of  crystal, 

With  I  lie  cool,  l  ef  I'cshiii^L;-  a  i  i', 
With  hills  of  L^reen  for  a  setiiiiu'. 

With  land  to  work  and  till  ; 
With  the  cheerful  hum  of  the  \\()rksliO|) 

A  lid  the  husy  wdi  i  r  of  t  lu;  mill. 


Oak  tret'  on  Lin'  prupi  rty  of  I\lr.  Carl 
(j.  .JohtLson,  Krowii  I'roiu  an  acorn 
from  ( 'oinifcticu I's  I'anioii.s  Char- 
ter Oak. 


'I'wo    centuries!    and    in  the 
mean  t  i  me 
A  nation's  lift-  was  houii'lit; 
And  then  with  hi'ot]ier>"  hlood 

1  n  unity  was  w]'ouL!iit . 
The  little  town  was  courageous, 
A  I  ways  doirii;'  more  llian  her 
share  ; — 
Nathan  Hale  and  lesser  hei-oes 
h'ii'inly  -food  fort li  to  do  and 
to  (lai'c. 

Ilej'ocs  of  ])eace  ai'e  not  want- 

d  notice    Iioot    and  Ijoreiizo 
I  )()\\ , 

Many  men  of  ii |)!'i,L;iil  iics-  and 
Iwuior, 

The  )uide  of  the  town,  then 
and  now. 

.\nd    to-day.  a-   we   look  o'er 
that  xillau-e, 
.\  allied  I'lM'  the  one  cross  the 
-ea, 

J  t  M'cnis  to  extend  hearty  wel- 
(H)me 

d\»  yoii,  fi'om  old  ('o\entiT. 
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UHAIilM  MX  ol'^  (^).MAJ1TT1':!':S  V(>\1  (  *n  X"  ICX'J' 1 1 Y' S  M  H  '  l':XTl':X  X  I  A  1 

(])  ]ifnr.\-  l-\  I'ai-kef,  H  u.sj^i  lal  i  t  .\-  t mm  iii  i  t  tcf  ;  (2)  Jolni  M.  \\'oud,  iJiUoV- 
atinti'  L\)iniiuttf(.';  ( :> )  I  >e  W'itl  Kiii.y.shur\,  !•  inaruc  < 'uni  ini  t  tti^e ;  (4)  ^Nlrs. 
Tliomas  II.  WDimI,  Udics  ('(.niniittf  e ;  ( T) }  l<:irifsl  11.  WOoaworlli,  rai'aih- 
Committee. 
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OFFICIAL    PR()C;R  AM 


1X)J{  OLD  IIOMK  WKKK 
Sunday,  August  25th 

OKi)i':ji  OF  Exi:i;('isi:s,  J^'iiiST  C'OiNciMui.vi'ioxA j.  ('irijucn,  South 
CV)Vixnti;y,  (Jo NX. 


10.15  A.  :*r. :    Oi'^iin  \'oluntary. 
L)o.\ol(),ii  V. 

oeation^  l»i']v.  ]).  F.  DoDD. 
]l\iun     US,  '■()  (;.)(!  Our  Ilcli,  in  Ages  Past.'' 
l\('^}»()iisivi'  IJcading. 
S()]o,  Ik.  A.  S'r()i;];,s. 

Sd'ipiiiiv   Ia's.^oii,   I. like  XIT,  -.^•MO,   Rev.    II.  M. 

r>  Ain'I.K'L'T. 

l»i-ayci-.  ■       ■  •  ■ 

Oll'rini--. 

.\  1 1 1 1 1 1'  1 1 1 . 

S.Miiioii,  J'sahiis  :LX.\\'11  }[)-\-^,  "Life  in  the  Old 

Cliiircli/'  Hex.  A']:s'i:oii  r^iOH  r. 

I'rayiM-,  Ri:v.  11.  M.  B.virri/i'  L'T. 

liyiiiii    1(1  llj,  W'licre   Arc    Kings   and  lMii|)ires 

ilciicdict  ion.  '     .  .    '  ,       .    .  •  , 

7.00  V.  Ai. :     Se)'\ic('  of  \\'(>r.<hi|i  and  Song. 

Soloist,  AV.  A.  TucKEK.  ,      ;  , 

Sci'iptuiv  Lesson,  Isaiali  LT,  l-C. 

.S.OOp.  Ai. :  "•Congregationalism  in  ( *onnertient/'  illnstratcil  by 
nimicrous  slereopi  iron  j)irlnrrs  of  persons,  phu/es, 
rliurclu's  and  liisloric  landmarks,  Rev.  Sii  r:i;i;()]) 
Soi.'i.E,  Su j)('rintendent  of  Missions  for  Connecti- 
(iil. 

Monday,  August  26th 

X()!;i'ii  ( 'o.xcKi-ii  M'iox.a  l  CiiuiJi  il. 

S.OO  I'.  At. :  A  Canlala,  "The  Haymakers,"  by  loeal  talent; 
('iL\i;Lr:,s  \V.  Li'i:,  Direetoi-. 
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Tuesday,  August  27th 


.l)]-(  'i':N"ri':NXi.\  I.  ( 'i:i.i:i!i;.\'n()\  oi'  l''ii;s  r  ( 'oncimication  m.  CuiMti'ii, 
Sor  Til  ( 'oN  i'iN'ri;^  ,  (  "oxn. 

9.00  A.  ^i.:    T)('V()ti()ii;il    Sctvuh's,    IcI    by    Mi-v.    (Jeoi.'Ci:  W. 
( '  1 1  IMS  I'l  i;. 

9.;50  A.  Ai.:     IJoll  Cull  of  IIr"  Cliuivli. 

Li'llcrs  froiii  iihsL'iit  niciulirfs. 
Ijcth'i's  tVoiii  l\)riii('i'  ])ii<l()i-s. 

11.00  A.M.:  ""'rik'  lMi'>t  1 1  uiiili'i'd  Y'cars,"'  N  iis'i'oii  I /u;  ii'i'. 

r^.0().\4-.:  I.imcii(M)ii  \)\  llic  Ladies  of  |Ik'  Climvli. 

'^.00  J*.      :  1  )i'\uli()iial  Si'i'\ it-cs,  K'tl  l)y  IJ.  F.  hoDD. 

2.15  p.  M. :  Uistoi  ical  Paj»L'i->  : 

'I'Ik'   McL'tillL;'   iloilM'S,   W'll.lJA.M   J.   W' 1  l.SON,  Jli. 

Tlu>  V.  r.  S.       l']..  Miss  IIaxnaii  r».  I'otti.]J{. 
'Idle   Sunday   ScIkjoI,   Ahss  ( i MAcFAit- 

],A.\I). 

ddic  W  oi'k  (d:'  llii'  W'oiiu'ii  of  till'  (diiircli,  Miss 
liirrii  A.  Ilj(i(iixs. 

o.l^p.  M. :     l)i-(  V'ntciiiiial  Polmh,  Jh)i;jm<]st  jMoecjan. 

M.:    '"d'ht'  Si'ioiid  Uiiiidrcd  ^^'a^^/'  K'i:v.  Xi'.s'roi;  I.Kiirr. 

'i.OliK.  M.:     I  )('\()li()iial  Scr\  icf>,  IimI  Ky  K'i;\-.  11.  M.  li  \ iri'i.i'TT. 

7.15  p.  Al.:     AddiH'sscs:  D.  l'\  hoDD  iH'prt'-ciii  jiil:'  tlic  M.  K. 

('Imicli,  Soiiili  ( '()\ ciil  i-y  ;,  II.  M.  !>  \  irr  [.i^'L't 

rcpii'-i'id  iii^i!'  till'  SiTuiid  ( 'on^'icuati'Uial  (diuiH;h, 
Noi  tli  ( '()\ ('lit  ly  :  li'iA.  doiiN  d.  Lu(  [  ivjirc- 
M'liliii^'  llir  ( 'oiiurcuai  itiiia I  ('Imrcli,  AikIomm'. 

8.00  P.  Ai.:    Addrcs.-,  Jii:v.  Asiii;i;  Am)i:i;sox,  \K  \K,  St'Cretary 
Naiiijjial  Couiu  il  ot;'  ( 'uiiiirL^ualioiial  ( 'liure-lies. 
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Tuesday,  August  27th — Continued 


(V)l\rMlTTEK>,  IX   ClIAlitiE  OF  (HrURCll  CELEBRATION. 

Colli  iii  ilice  of  A  rnuKjoiwn  ts. 

Rey.  Nestor  Light  \V^[.  \j.  ITiggins,  D. 

llox.  Adimsom  KixGsiU'RY  ri'iiTis  Dean,  Esq. 

Finance  Cornniiflee. 

Louis  A.  Kingsbury  Joun  M.  Wood 

Mu.  Royal  IL  Eose 

Relics  Co ni ni i itee. 

iMr.  1)e  Witt  Kingsbury  Miss  Hattie  Aliu;o 

Mrs.  Van  R.  Bennett 

Decoration  Com  ni  il  fee 
'riiL'  YoiiJi^LT  i\'o])k''s  Society  of  Clii-istian  b'iu'lea\or 

Fnierfainiiicnf  Coinntittee  of  the  JakUcs'  Association. 

Mrs.  \\^\.  F.  Wood  Mks.  ^rAuviN  P.  ('oli:.\lan 

Mi;s.  Alrei{t  E.  IfAiiMONT  Mi{s.  Wm.  L.  IIkjcixs 

^Irs.  Wm.  ('.  Latlmku  M  i;s.  Tiikiiox  E.  Dunham 

Wednesday,  August  28th 

K.\i:ia;isi':s  at  North  ( 'ovi:x  i ry. 

1 0.00  A.  .M. :    Music,  ilcbrou  Kit'c  and  Di'iiiii  Corps. 

lo.;5()  A.  M.:     I  ii\ ()(  at  ion,  II.  I\.  1 1  oisi  xorox. 

Music. 

Address  of  Welcome,  \\\:\ .  II.  M.  I )A iri'j.rrri". 
Music. 

Ili.-lurical  Address,  Li:ox  II:  Ausrix. 

MiKlC. 

I'^-'-i    1*.  M.:     Lunch   and    Social    lloui-.   willi   music  by    l''ife  and 
I  )i  II  m  ( 'orps. 

■<?.00  1'.  \\.:     Slioi'l  .speeches  ami  toasts  by  residents  of  the  town  ami 
vi-^itin.ij,-  fi-iends.    Charf.es  W.  Lee,  Toastiiiaster. 
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Thursday,  August  29th 


Town  i I  isioiiica  i.  1v\i:i{cisi:s  a  i'  Soutii  (\)vicxthy. 

IKOO  A.  M. :    Miisic^  Il('l)roii  I^'ifc  and  J)raiii  Corps. 

10.00  A.  M. :    Jiivucalioii,  Ri:v.  Li:o\  If.  Austin. 
Music. 

Address  of  WcIcojik'  by  the  Cliairiuaii,  Dr.  Willia^l 

Tj.  ITlGGlNS. 

^[usic. 

Roadiii^;-  of  k'tter  from  Ifis  Exeullency,  GovEirNOii 

SiAfKON  E.  Baldwin. 
(Jreetings  fix)iii  the  State,  by  His  Honor, 

(i()\  l'l;X()l{  1).  L.  f>I.AKi;SLEE. 

(i j-eetiiius    from    ( '()\eiiti'y,    >]ngbind,    letter  fi-oiii 

(Ji-ee(iji<iS  from  Yale  rjiiivei'sity. 

Addi'ess  by  Pkof.  I^'dwari)  Kverktt  J I  a  le,  .h;.,  of 

ITiiioii  Tollege,  Selieiieetady,  X.  Y.,  and  -hiixii-: 

Caul  Foster,  of  Rridgepoi-t. 

12-2  P.M.:      Social  lioiir,  with  inusic  by  Fife  and  Di'iini  Corps. 

2.00  p.m.:    Ilistorieal  Address,  Curtis  Dean. 

Original  Poem,  Miss  Ruth  A.  ITtggins. 
Webei-  Quai'tette. 

History  of  the  Manufacturing  Interests  of  Coventry, 

If  ON.  Addison  Ki.vciSRURY. 
Sliort  sketches  of  some  of  the  obi  I'esidents  ol'  the 

town,  IFenry  F.  Parkkk. 
Addresses    from    citizens   oL'   the    town    and  from 

visitors. 

Singing,  "Amei-ica,"  led  l)y  the  Town  Choir. 

S.OO  p.  M. :  Cantata,  ''The  Haymakers,"  by  local  talent  in  the 
First  Congregational  Church;  Charles  W.  Lkk, 
Dii'cctor. 

Friday,  August  30th 

9.00  A.  M. :  iMnsic  by  the  Baltic  P)rass  Band,  the  Hebron  Fife 
and  Di-um  Coi])S,  and  the  Nathan  Hale  Fife  and 
Di  um  Corps. 

11.00  a.  m.:  Parade. 

2.00  P.  1^1.:    ibill  game  and  spurts  of  various  kinds. 

8.00  P.  AI. :  r'ircwo]lcs. 
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Saturday,  August  31st 


Family  1vi:ijxions,  Pjcnu^s, 

[\)r  tilt'  L-unveiHc'iicc  ul'  llie  v 
interest  are  listed  Ijelow : 

Nathan  Hale  Cemetery:  Nathan 
Hale  jMuiiument. 

Site  of  old  grist  mill,  and  old  mill- 
stone. 

Site  of  Fii-st  Congregational  Cliurch. 

Site  of  the  old  Acatlemy. 

Old  training  ground. 

Old  INlethodist  Church,  later  Cath- 
olic Church. 

Uojal  Manning  Tavern. 

Ikl aiming  Store. 

I't'rlvins  Hose's  Store. 

(Jld  i'.rick  Sehoolhouse. 

Sitt,'  of  Samuel  Burchard's  house, 
piobably  the  first  house. 

l'\)rmer  home  of  Rev.  Chauncey 
Booth. 


( 'olK'cti(jns  of  material  of  liislo 
ill  the  basement  ot  tlie  j\letliodist 
in  tlie  (']ia])i'l  at  North  Coventry. 


The  oldest  male  inhabitant,  Mr. 
Henry  Case,  hoin  March  2U, 
1823,  and  so  89  years  old. 


AN!)  A'lsiTs  JO  llisToiac  J'l.\ci:s. 

''or  some  ot  the  jihices  ot  historic 


J^oi'enzo  l)(.\v's  l)ii'thi)lace. 

1  •omi-ruN-  TaxtiM. 

Mason's  Cotton  Mill. 

.lolin  iSojntou's  ^Machine  Sliop. 

Old  l''(Hiu«lr;>-. 

Old  Col  I  on  Mill. 

Site  of  tlie  Sti-ong  homestead,  i)rol)- 

al>le  bii-lhplaee  of  Nathan  liale's 

motlic-r. 
Jesse  Biiut's  house, 
.lei'eniiah  Kipley's  liouse. 
e)ld  Toll  (late. 
Hale  Homestead. 
Oftspring  of  Charter  Oak. 
Harlan  J^age  house. 
Crowley  house,  where  first  (Jatholic 

services  were  held. 
Old    taveiri    near    Mansfiehl  Depot, 

where   Washington  onct;  stopped. 

rie  interest  will  he  on  exhibit  ion 
(jhiirch  in  South  ('dtciHj'y  and 


The  .ildi  si  n  male  i n ha bi tan t ,  Mrs. 
l'"antiy  I'.rewstei',  born  ?*lareh 
20,  181  y,  and  so  ;t3  i^ears  old. 
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OFKICEKS   AXl)   CO.MMLT'riiM':S   ^ro   ARRANGE  PLANS 
FOR  -i)\A)  IIOAIK  AVEElv"  IN  COVENTRY, 
AIJOUST  2ryvn  TO  3:1st,  1.912 

Oljiccrs  and  J'J.iecutivc  Coiiimiliee 

I' reside  til,   W'lU.IAM  L.  IllC.GlNS 

Vlce-prcsidcnl ,  (Ju AiiLi^.s  W.  Lee 
Sccrelari/,  CuKTis  Dean 
Treasurer,  Addison  JvixnsimRY 

r  rag  ram  ( 'onuuiUpe 

.loii  x  II.  I\i;YN()Lns,  (diairi)iaiL  ( ' ii ai;m:s  R.  H  all 

Loris  A.  KiNdsiuTiiY  Mi;s.  -Joiix  M.  AVood 

A[i;s.  S.  Noble  "Looalts 

J/ //,s/V  Com  nrll  tee 

CiiAiiLi'S  W .  \a:v.,  Cliairmaii  Miis.  \\\\.  M.  Ailmstkoxg 

.Mi;s.  TiiK^Y  TrAVJ']N  John  M.  Wood 

I  )nx(;AN  F.  DoDD 

I'urade  (  'diii  m  /  /  (ee 

I']ii.\ES'i'  II.  A\'o()DWoi;'i'ir,  Cliairman       ( ;  i  i.i',i:i;'r  S'i'Oi;i;s 
Hk.vky  (\  Walkki;  l.oi  is  ^I.  Piulllps 

\VlLLL\AL  A.  WOLl'L 

Placard  I  It;/  ('ommillee 

TTenuy       I\\i;k'i:]{,  Chairmau  Joii.v  8.  ('IIA^r^LTN 

AiiTiiuJi  L.  INiLTJ'i;  Patrick  OMiiMEN 

Jo  MX  E.  Kixosr.Lj;Y 

// ospilal  til/  ( '  um  m  il  lee 

IL-xiiY  V.  Pai;ki:i;,  Chairman  ]\|[:s.  Ejlank  J.  Tracy 

Mi;s.  LoLis  A.  Kixcsdelv  Mks.  I^'dwin  S.  LeDoyt 

AFks.  AVai.  B.  IIaw'ktxs  M]{s.  AunrsT  TTillman 

Alexander  II.  Lomeuoy  Mi;s.  Wai.  F.  Wood 

AFks.  Wal  a.  Ti;\cv  ^Iiss  Im)xa  Ni'well 

M  iis.  ('iL\RLi:s  1\.  II  ALL  .M  i;s.  I)i:n.l  Tayloij 

1  >ecuratiiiij  (^am  mtltee 

Joiix  ]\L  Wood,  Chair  man  I)I;iciiaai  0.  Sl'Aulding 

Isaac  P.  Fjski:  William:  L.  Wellwood 

Williaai  H.  AmrsriiONG 
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/Relics  (hjnintifiee 

Mus.  I'lio.MAs  II.  Wood,  Cliainuan         M  i.ss  II  attiI':  Albj{0 

^Iijs.  \'a.\  K'.  Ijicxnh'I't  .Mi;s.  Iv  S.  Slatei{ 

Mi;s.  ()lj\i;u  (\  Hall 


.  I  ///  use  HI  en  i  Coin  nt  iiice 

GKojKiE  II.  liOBEKTSON,  Chairman         John  P.  Curli^y 
Walter  S.  Haven  Martin  H.  Clark 

Everett  Latiiroi' 


//  Lshirian 
CntTis  Dean 

1*06  less 

MlSS  liLLMl  A.  IllGGJNS 

Vinanee  Cum  ni  illee 


DeWit'T  KiNGSBL'itv,  Chairman 
Miss  Grace  Bjlxdiu  ry 

GeOEGE  L.  liOSEBROOKS 

IVErs.  George  D.  Swlet 

JeRiEmiaii  Young 

Mrs.  Wai.  A.  Wriglit 

Frederick  J.  Snyder 

Miss  Julia  White 

Mrs.  Geoege  H.  Iiobertson 

Miss  Helen  Poti'ei; 


Oliver  C.  11  all 

.M  ISS  ^\AUY  GlIASE 

Wallace  McKnigilt 
.Miss  Waity  Brown 
Frank  N.  Turner 
^Frs.  John  N.Wallbridgi 
Pi;iv'KTNS  L.  La'itiror 
II.  Bertram  Pomeroy 
Wi  LLjA^i:  F.  Pitkin 

M  i;s.  lioBEirT  PlTKl  N 


H09?5 
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